
AGENDA
REGULAR MEETING OF THE HOLTVILLE CITY COUNCIL

121 WEST FIFTH STREET   -   HOLTVILLE, CALIFORNIA

OPEN SESSION
6:00 PM

Ginger Ward, Mayor Steve Walker, City Attorney
Jim Predmore, Mayor Pro Tem Denise Garcia, Interim City Clerk
Mike Goodsell, Council Member Nick Wells, City Manager
David Bradshaw, Council Member Pete Mellinger, City Treasurer
Richard Layton, Council Member

THIS IS A PUBLIC MEETING

of the agenda.  The Mayor reserves the right to place a time limit on each person asking to be heard.

CITY COUNCIL

CLOSED SESSION 5:30 PM

(Government Code Section 54957.6)
Agency Negotiator:  City Manager/City Attorney
Classified Employees

(Government Code Section 54957.6)
City Manager Evalution
Evaluation Criteria

CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL - PENDING LITIGATION:
(Government Code Section 54956.9(a))

City of Holtville vs. Willowbend Mobile Home Park

CITY COUNCIL:  Meeting Called to Order

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 

INVOCATION: Pastor Mike Beyer, St Paul's Lutheran Church

CITY CLERK RE:  Verification of Posting of the Agenda

comments which are slanderous or which may invade an individual's personal privacy.

City of Holtville vs. Black Dog Farms

Monday, June 08, 2015

If there is an item on the agenda on which you wish to be heard, please come forward to the microphone at the time that the
item is being addressed. State your name for the record. All other items can be addressed during the Public Comments portion

CONFERENCE WITH LABOR NEGOTIATORS:

PUBLIC EMPLOYMENT:

EXECUTIVE SESSION ANNOUNCEMENTS:  Steve Walker, City Attorney

PUBLIC COMMENTS: This is time for the public to address the City Council on any item that does not appear on the
agenda for this meeting. The Mayor reserves the right to limit the speaker's time. The Mayor will recognize you. When you come to
the microphone, please state your name for the record. You are not permitted to make personal attacks on individuals or make



CONSENT AGENDA:

to discuss any item, they may request that the item be removed from the Consent Agenda and placed on the NEW Business agenda. 

Approval or the Minutes; from the City Council Meeting 
Current Demands # 34666 thru # 34708

REPORTS OF OFFICERS, COMMISSIONS, COMMITTEES AND COMMUNIQUES:

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:
Discussion/Related Action to Adopt RESOLUTION #15-12 Temporarily Reducing
Development Impact Fees for New Development in the City of Holtville.

Nick Wells, City Manager

NEW BUSINESS:
Discussion/Related Action to Adopt RESOLUTION #15-13 Establishing an Appropriations 
Limit for the 2014-15 Fiscal Year Nick Wells, City Manager

City Manager Report - Nick Wells
a. Fire Chief - Alex Silva
b. Water/Wastewater Supervisor - Frank Cornejo
c. Public Works Foreman - Alex Chavez

Items for future meetings

ADJOURNMENT:
I, Denise Garcia, Interim City Clerk of the City of Holtville, California, DO HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing agenda was duly posted
at Holtville City Hall on Friday, June 05, 2015

INFORMATION ONLY:

6.

4.

5.

The items on the Consent Agenda are to be approved without comment. Should any Council Member or member of the public wish

Tuesday, May 26, 20151.
2.

3.





















Reso 15-12 Temporarily Reducing Development Impact Fees (06'15) 

City of Holtville 
 
 

REPORT TO COUNCIL 
 
DATE ISSUED: June 8, 2015 
 

FROM:  Nick Wells, City Manager 
 

SUBJECT:  Resolution No. 15-12   Temporarily Reducing Development Impact Fees for  
New Development in the City of Holtville  

 
ISSUE 
 

Shall the City Council adopt Resolution Number 15-02, temporarily reducing Development Impact 
Fees – specifically for Water and Sewer - charged for new development in the City of Holtville? 
 
DISCUSSION 
 

The City established Sewer and Water Capacity Fees with Ordinance Nos. 332 and 333 in 1973.   
With Resolutions 05-18 and 05-20 in 2005, the fees were raised in response to a financial analysis of 
the two utility systems by Nolte & Associates that delineated $5,365,408 and $9,710,000 (2005 
dollars) for expansion of the Water and Sewer systems respectively.  Also taken into account, among 
other things, were growth projections that have largely not materialized. 
 
As the Council is aware, the bulk of the improvements called out - a second water storage tank, the 
Outfall Main replacement project, the Wastewater Treatment Plant upgrade, etc. - have been 
completed or are about to be completed at substantially less cost to the City with the procurement of 
significant grant funding.  Obviously several infrastructure projects remain to be addressed, however 
the aforementioned represent the major issues that those fee levels hoped to address. 
 
Subsequent to several complaints from developers, a comparison was recently completed of 
development fees charged by other cities in Imperial County. That comparison showed that 
Holtville’s fees are more than reasonable for most categories, but right at the top for Sewer and 
Water.  In view of this information, Council requested a proposal to temporarily reduce the fees for 
Sewer and Water. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT 
 

Unknown.  Loss of revenue for projects that may have been completed in any event, but several 
projects put on hold solely due to the level of fees could come back on line. 
 
CITY MANAGER RECOMMENDATION 
 

It is recommended that the City Council approve the reduction. 
 
ALTERNATIVES 
 

Take no action, select another consultant or provide alternative direction to staff.  
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Reso 15-12 Temporarily Reducing Development Impact Fees (06'15) 

 

 
HOLTVILLE CITY COUNCIL 
RESOLUTION NUMBER 15-12 

 
A RESOLUTION OF THE HOLTVILLE CITY COUNCIL TO AMEND RESOLUTION 
NO. 08-24, TEMPORARILY REDUCING THE DEVELOPMENT IMPACT FEES FOR 
NEW DEVELOPMENTS WITHIN THE CITY OF HOLTVILLE  
 

WHEREAS, the City of Holtville adopted Ordinance Nos. 332 and 333 in 1973 establishing 
Water and Wastewater capacity charges; and 
 
WHEREAS, Ordinances Nos. 332 and 333 require the amount of such charges to be set by 
resolution; and 
 
WHEREAS, based on a 2005 Rate/Revenue Study by Nolte & Associates, the City Council 
adopted Resolutions No. 05-18 and 05-20 on June 27, 2005, which established the current 
development impact fees charged for Water and Sewer; and 
 
WHEREAS, those current fees are based upon, among other things, growth projections and 
necessary public improvements contained in the Nolte Study; and 
 
WHEREAS, said Nolte Study calculated the specific amount of fees, describing the 
development of facilities which were/are needed and listed the specific public improvements 
required to accommodate said projected development and growth; and 
 
WHEREAS, actual development and growth has varied from the projections and the projected 
cost of public improvements has been greatly offset by grant funding such that the City Council 
has further reviewed the current level of fees; and 
 
WHEREAS, after review of the needs at the time of the establishment of the fees and the current 
needs of the City, the City Council wishes to reduce fees for specified service categories and 
land use types for a period of three (3) years or until a subsequent Development Impact Fee 
Study may be performed; 
 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY OF HOLTVILLE DOES HEREBY RESOLVE: 
  

1. The City Council does hereby adjust development impact fees in accordance with the 
attached schedule, labeled “Attachment A.”  
 

2. That the fees set forth herein will become effective for those applications deemed complete 
on or after the date this resolution is adopted.  Further, the fees adopted herein shall apply to 
those applications deemed complete on or after June 8, 2015, and for whom an application 
for reduction was pending in accordance with Holtville Municipal Code. 
 

3. The fees adopted herein shall remain in effect until such time as another periodic review of 
fees contemplated by the City Council is performed.  The amended fees set forth herein shall 
sunset June 30, 2018. Absent further action of the City Council, fees shall return to levels set 
forth in Resolution No. 08-24 after June 30, 2018. 
 



Reso 15-12 Temporarily Reducing Development Impact Fees (06'15) 

 

4. That the foregoing is true, correct and adopted. 
 

PASSED, APPROVED AND ADOPTED by Holtville City Council, this 8th day of June, 2015. 
 
 
 

______________________________ 
 Virginia Ward, Mayor  

Attest: 
 
 
_____________________________ 
Denise Garcia, Interim City Clerk 
 
 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA) 
COUNTY OF IMPERIAL) S.S. 
CITY OF HOLTVILLE) 
 
 I, Denise Garcia, Interim City Clerk of the City of Holtville, California, DO HEREBY 
CERTIFY, that the foregoing Resolution was duly passed, approved and adopted at a regular 
meeting of the City Council of the City of Holtville, California, on the 8th day of June, 2015, by the 
following vote: 



CITY OF HOLTVILLE
Development Impact Fees 

Proposed Temporary Reduction

Attachment "A"

Planning Issues/Impact Fee Comparison (05'2015) (Reduction Prop) Page 1 of 1 4:14 PM  6/5/2015

Land Use:  Single Family Residential/3 Bedroom Home - 1,800 Square Feet

General GRAND
 City Parks Police Gov't Fire Sewer Water TOTAL Schools TOTAL

 Current $88 $139 $96 $204 $7,331 $7,350 $15,208 $5,346 $20,554
 Proposed 88 139 96 204 3,666 3,675 7,868 5,778 13,646

 Imperial Co Avg 933 313 276 353 4,453 4,715 6,564

 Imperial Co Rank

Current 7 7 6 6 1 1 2 5 3
Proposed 7 7 6 6 4 4 5 5 6

Land Use:  Commercial Retail / Service - 2,000 Square Feet / 15,000 Square Foot Lot

General GRAND
 City Parks Police Gov't Fire Sewer Water TOTAL Schools TOTAL

 Current $148 $104 $216 $8,266 $7,906 $16,640 $940 $17,580
 Proposed 148 104 216 4,133 3,953 8,554 940 9,494

 Imperial Co Avg N/A 723 340 451 4,739 5,004 6,208

Imperial Co Rank

Current N/A 7 5 6 1 2 3 6 3
Proposed N/A 7 5 6 4 4 5 6 6

Source: City officials / April, 2015 report by El Centro Planning Department



  City Council/Resolutions/Reso 15-13 FY 2015-16 Gann Approp Limit (06'15)  

 
City of Holtville 

 

REPORT TO COUNCIL 
 
DATE ISSUED: June 8, 2015 
 
FROM:  Hector Orozco, GL Analyst 
 
SUBJECT:  Resolution 15-13  -   Gann Appropriations Limit for 2015-16 

 
ISSUE    
 

Shall the City Council adopt Resolution No. 15-13 establishing an appropriations limit for the  
2015-16 fiscal year? 
 
DISCUSSION    
 

Article XIII B of the California State Constitution (Government Spending Limitation) provides for a 
limit on the annual growth in the level of certain appropriations from tax proceeds for various 
government entities in the State.  The growth in the appropriations limit utilizes the prior year's limit 
then calculates an adjustment to that limit accounting for changes in population and the cost of 
living. The State Department of Finance requires that all cities and counties adopt and submit that 
appropriations limit for each fiscal year.   
 

The Finance Department has collected the data and made the calculations for the 2015-16 limitation.  
Please refer to the attached exhibits for more information. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT    
 

There is no fiscal impact. 
 
RECOMMENDATION    
 

Staff recommends that the resolution be adopted. 
 
ALTERNATIVE   
 

Not to adopt the Resolution, which will result in non-compliance with State regulations.  

 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 

 
Hector Orozco 
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  City Council/Resolutions/Reso 15-13 FY 2015-16 Gann Approp Limit (06'15) 

    
 

RESOLUTION NO.  15-13 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE HOLTVILLE CITY COUNCIL ADOPTING AN 
APPROPRIATIONS LIMIT FOR FISCAL YEAR ENDING JUNE 30, 2016 

 
WHEREAS, the Gann Initiative, hereby referred to as Article XIIIB of the Constitution of the State 
of California, was passed by the people; and  
 
WHEREAS, Article XIIIB mandated an appropriations limit on various units of government, 
including the City of Holtville; and 

 
WHEREAS, the limit has been calculated by the Finance Department of the City of Holtville using 
current guidelines provided by the State Department of Finance, refer to calculations on exhibit A 
and exhibit B attached; and  
 
WHEREAS, the City of Holtville desires to formally adopt the appropriations limit for the City; and  
 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED: 
 

1) That the City Council, in accordance with Article XIIIB of the constitution of the State of 
California, hereby adopts an appropriation limit of $3,449,215 for the City of Holtville for 
the 2015-16 Fiscal Year. 

 
2) That corresponding Revenues subject to the appropriation limit are projected to be 

$1,530,300 for the 2015-16 Fiscal Year. 
 

3) That the foregoing is true, correct and adopted. 
 
PASSED, APPROVED AND ADOPTED by the City Council of the City of Holtville, California, 
this 8th day of June, 2015. 
 
 
 
 
       _______________________________ 
       Virginia Ward, Mayor 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
 
_____________________________ 
Denise Garcia, Interim City Clerk 
 
 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA) 



  City Council/Resolutions/Reso 15-13 FY 2015-16 Gann Approp Limit (06'15) 

COUNTY OF IMPERIAL) S.S. 
CITY OF HOLTVILLE) 
 
 I, Denise Garcia, Interim City Clerk of the City of Holtville, California, DO HEREBY 
CERTIFY, that the foregoing Resolution was duly passed, approved and adopted at a regular 
meeting of the City Council of the City of Holtville, California, on the 8th day of June, 2015, by the 
following vote: 
 
AYES: 
NOES: 
ABSENT: 
ABSTAIN: 
        
 
 
       _____________________________ 
       Denise Garcia, Interim City Clerk 
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City Council/CM Reports (06-08'15) 

City of Holtville 
 

REPORT TO COUNCIL 
 
DATE ISSUED: June 8, 2015 
 

FROM:  Nick Wells, City Manager 
 

SUBJECT:  City Manager Update 
 

INFORMATION ONLY – NO ACTION REQUIRED AT THIS TIME 
 
WATER ENTERPRISE 
 
Tank Rehab – Corrosion has developed inside the 2.4 million gallon water storage tank that was completed 
in 2010.  Staff sought solutions, obtaining bids for repairs and ongoing maintenance, as well as potential 
solutions to our TTHM issues.  A general estimate was given to rehab the tank at $225k-275k for the 
resurfacing and $350k-400k for the aeration (TTHM solution) portion.  The City procured multiple bids on 
solutions and staff has been investigating alternatives and potential funding sources.  A recent meeting with 
Utility Service Group produced various proposed alternatives on the TTHM issue ranging from $125,000 
for a partial fix to $900,000.  Staff met to discuss the best course of action last month.  Multiple solutions 
were proposed, so a preferred approach will be formalized and brought to Council to consider. 
 
System Controls – Frank Cornejo worked with TESCO and obtained an updated estimate on replacement 
of the aged system of about $450k.  Frank has stated that this project might be put off and the controls might 
“limp along” for another 18 months while we attack other water issues.  Staff has been investigating 
alternatives and potential funding sources. 
 
Floating Solar – A contract was signed with Infratech Industries for the placement of a floating solar array 
on the City Water Ponds for the purpose of producing power for the Water Treatment facility.  Staff is 
working with the folks at Infratech to accomplish this in the coming months.  Permit applications have been 
received and engineering drawings reviewed by the City Engineer.  Inftratech’s interaction with the IID is 
ongoing to help facilitate the viability of the project.  The third iteration of the Infratech plans were been 
submitted to the Building Department and City Engineer for review.   The review has been completed 
and comments have been forwarded to DDE & Infratech.  
 
SEWER ENTERPRISE 
 
WWTP Project – The $12 million project to rehab the City’s Wastewater Treatment Plant is being 
financed through the State Clean Water Revolving Fund along with the Border Environmental Cooperation 
Commission and the Environmental Protection Agency through the North American Development Bank.  
HDR, the construction management company, has been engaged for some time and the design engineer – 
Lee & Ro – continues to assist in pushing it forward.  The construction bid opening was held last month 
with 4 bids submitted.  Those bids were checked for accuracy, validity and qualification verification.  
Subsequent to that review, a recommendation has been made by City staff, which has been forwarded to 
NADBank for their review.  As all bids were significantly over the estimated cost for the project, the focus 
of the process at this point is identifying the source of the additions and filling the funding gap.  NADBank 
subsequently requested additional information from the bidders for their review.  That 
information was sent to the City last week and has been forwarded to NADBank.  We will 
continue to interface with NADBank and hope that a final determination will be made soon.  
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2 
City Council/CM Reports (06-08'15) 

 
 
TRASH ENTERPRISE 
 
Annual Increase – As is provided for in our contract with CR&R an annual review of the trash 
rate resulted in a notice from CR&R that the increase this year will equate to approximately $.07 
per month for each customer. 
 
TRANSPORTATION PROJECTS 
 
Fifth Street & Grape Avenue Pedestrian Roadway Improvement Project – After completing 
construction on the south side of Fifth Street, the City received word from ICTC that funding was/is available 
under CMAQ to complete the north half of the intersection as a separate project.  The Holt Group helped 
procure construction services and an encroachment permit with Caltrans.  Pyramid Construction was 
recommended as the construction contractor month.  Caltrans has now issued the encroachment permit, so 
construction will begin when a CM is secured. Due to procurement issues that arose from the Ninth 
and Fourth Street projects that carried forward to this project, the decision has been made to 
readvertise for a Resident Engineer/Construction Manager contractor.  The ad will run next 
week with a 30-day lead-up after which the construction phase of the project can be scheduled 
to commence. 
  
Complete Streets Project – A team of consultants visited Holtville a few weeks ago to work on this 
project funded by an Environmental Justice Grant through the Department of Transportation. The purpose 
of the project is to review and recommend improvement to all forms of mobility in the City. A variety of 
workshops and community input led to several interesting preliminary recommendations, so we are awaiting 
their final report. 
 
PUBLIC WORKS 
 
PARKS 
 

Alamo River Recreation Trail - The fourth phase of this project, which includes trail improvements 
and bridge installations between the Holtville Skate Park and Earl Walker Park, is nearly complete.  The 
two bridges were set in place and the contractor (Pyramid Construction) completed site cleanup last month, 
which completed most of the project phase.  The handrails adjacent to the bridges and the trailhead signs 
will take a few more weeks to be produced and installed to complete this project phase.   
 

When Senator Ben Hueso was in town recently, we were able to give him a tour of the recent improvements.  
He seemed genuinely impressed with the Trail and he enthusiastically offered to assist the City in finding 
funding for the amenities needed to put the finishing touches on the route.   
 
BMX Park - City staff began last month to lay out a basic BMX track in the dirt pit adjacent to the new 
Skate Park.  At this point, it will be a pretty simple “bare bones” facility, but it is hoped that grant funds can 
be found to develop it in coming years.  Work has been temporarily halted until proper signage is procured 
to avoid any liability issues. 
 
ADMINISTRATION 
 
BUILDING PERMITS   -   The City has issued 35 building permits during 2015. 
 



3 
City Council/CM Reports (06-08'15) 

Auto Zone – The necessary paperwork and impact fees have been remitted for the City/HUSD, 
so a building permit has been issued.  Grading of the property is expected to begin this week. 
 
FINANCE 
 

The City’s 2013-14 audited financial statements were completed and accepted.  Hector Orozco took over 
the monitoring of the Senior Gardens Apartments for the HOME program this year and completed the task 
from start to finish with great attention to detail. He is now attacking the reporting for past years in the 
CDBG program.  Officials with the CDBG program will be down from Sacramento next week, at 
which time we will meet to discuss numerous past issues with the program in the City of Holtville.  
 
OTHER 
 
Imperial Regional Detention Center – The Detention Facility continues to house over 700 detainees.   
 
Holtville Estates - The Holtville Estates continues to build the second phase of their 30-unit development.  
Six homes have been sold and occupied and one is under contract are in escrow.  The contractor 
expects to pull permits this month to begin work on the third phase of 7 additional homes. 
 
Sustainable Communities General Plan Grant - A contractor to administer the grant was approved 
by Council last meeting.  We are working with them to procure a project consultant to perform the work 
necessary.  The RFP for consultant proposals was advertised in the Tribune last month. 
 
Farmers Markets & Street Fairs – The Chamber of Commerce held its first Farmers Markets a few 
weeks ago and it was well attended and well received.  The recent Car Show was a great success and 
plans are being made to relaunch the events in September after a summer hiatus. 
 
99 Cent Store Fire – As everyone is well aware, a fire destroyed the 99 Cent Store in Holtville on the 
evening of Sunday, April 26, 2015.  That store was a total loss, but the 41 firefighters from 8 agencies in 
Imperial County were able to contain the blaze and save the adjacent buildings with minimal damage.  All 
of the businesses west of George’s Pizza were fairly unaffected and open the following morning.  All of the 
affected businesses, with the exception of HC Tax Service, which needs some electrical work, 
and the 99 Cent Store itself are back up and running.   
 
I spoke with the attorney for the Trans last week.  There are still some hangups with the 
insurance company that preclude immediate cleanup, but that should follow soon.  I hope to 
meet with the Trans and their attorney to map out a plan of action this week or next. 



City Council/CM Reports (06-08'15)

MEETINGS & EVENTS RECENTLY ATTENDED:

∙ 05/26/15 Management Staff Meeting City Hall
∙ 05/27/15 Meeting with Victor Gillespie   re: Cell Tower Samaha Park
∙ 05/27/15 Regional Animal Control Committee IC Dept of Public Health (El Centro)
∙ 05/28/15 Bornt Parcel LLA Meeting City Hall
∙ 05/28/15 IVECA Board Meeting EC ED Offices
∙ 05/28/15 IC League of Cities Dinner Grasso's (EC)
∙ 05/30/15 Holtville Farmers Market & Car Show Holt Park
∙ 06/01/15 Management Staff Meeting City Hall
∙ 06/01/15 Teleconference with EPA reps   re: WWTP Project City Hall
∙ 06/02/15 Meeting with J Hawk/A Lovio   re: Holtville Luxury Apts Project City Hall
∙ 06/04/15 Holtville Chamber of Commerce Meeting BWCC
∙ 06/05/15 Veteran’s Day Parade Committee  City Hall
∙ 06/05/15 Teleconference w/ Rob Christenson, Atty for Mr Tran, 99 Cent Store City Hall

UPCOMING EVENTS:   
∙ 06/08/15 Management Staff Meeting City Hall
∙ 06/08/15 Holtville City Council Meeting City Hall
∙ 06/10/15 ICTC Management Committee Meeting Calexico
∙ 06/10/15 CCMA Meeting Calexico
∙ 06/11/15 California League of Cities Policy Committee Meetings Sacramento
∙ 06/11/15 Investment Strategies Meeting City Hall
∙ 06/12/15 California League of Cities Policy Committee Meetings Sacramento
∙ 06/15/15 Management Staff Meeting City Hall
∙ 06/16/15 Meeting w/ CDBG Officials   re: CoH Past Issues City Hall
∙ 07/10/15 Veteran’s Day Parade Committee  City Hall
∙ 11/11/15 2nd Annual Veteran’s Day Parade Fifth Street/Holt Park
∙ TBD Emergency Operations Training City Hall

If you have any questions about any of the information presented, please feel free to contact me 
directly.

Respectfully submitted,

Nicholas D. Wells
(760) 356-4574
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