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THE MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE HOLTVILLE 
CITY COUNCIL 

 February 14, 2011 
 
The regular meeting of the Holtville City Council was held on Monday, February 14, 2011 at 5:00 
p.m. in the Civic Center.  Council Members present were David Bradshaw, Jerry Brittsan, Colleen 
Ludwig, Richard Layton and Mike Goodsell.  Staff members present were Laura Fischer, Rosa 
Ramirez, Gordon Johnson and Glyn Snyder.  City Treasurer Pete Mellinger, City Engineer Jack Holt, 
City Planner Justina Arce and City Attorney Steve Walker were also present.   
  
CITY COUNCIL CLOSED SESSION MEETING CALLED TO ORDER: 
Mayor Bradshaw called the meeting to order at 5:02 p.m. 
 
A motion was made by Council Member Layton and seconded by Mayor Bradshaw to adjourn to 
Closed Session.  All members present were in favor and the motion carried unanimously. 
   
CITY COUNCIL OPEN SESSION MEETING CALLED TO ORDER: 
Mayor Bradshaw called the meeting to order at 6:03 p.m. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 
City Attorney Steve Walker led the pledge of allegiance. 
 
CITY CLERK RE: VERIFICATION OF POSTING OF AGENDA: 
The City Clerk verified that the agenda was duly posted on February 9, 2011. 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION ANNOUNCEMENTS:   
 
PUBLIC EMPLOYEE PERFORMANCE  EVALUATION: 
(Government Code Section 54957.6) 
Title: City Manager Evaluation 
No reportable action taken. 
 
CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL – EXISTING LITIGATION:  
(Government Code Section 54956.9(b) 
Willowbend LLC vs. City of Holtville 
Aguayo vs. City of Holtville 
No reportable action taken. 
 
CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL – ANTICIPATED LITIGATION:  
(Government Code Section 54956.9(b)(1) 
8 Matters 
No reportable action taken. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS: 
 
Clifford King, 729 Palm Avenue expressed anger over the user utility tax not being on the agenda 
after they had been told it would be discussed at the Council meeting.  He warned Council to work 



Council Minutes 02/14/11 

with the public to end the utility tax.  The City Manager noted that the utility tax issue was 
incorporated into the agenda under Mid-Year Budget review. 
 
Bonnie Lomax, 640 E. Third Street, Space 4 is opposed to the utility tax extension, and stated that 
there is no end to the tax and she wants it stopped.  She said she cannot afford to pay a tax increase 
and there are a lot of other people that cannot afford it either.  Mayor Bradshaw clarified that there 
was no increase under consideration but rather a decrease of the tax is the matter on hand.  
Councilmember Brittsan also clarified that there currently is no sunset clause on the utility tax and 
briefly described the history.   
 
Shayne Brady, 622 E. Fifth Street said Holtville is not business friendly and he feels he is being 
harassed by the City.  Mr. Brady feels the requirements on new businesses, by the City Manager and 
the City Planner, are unreasonable and he now knows it is under Council directive and doubts it is 
tied to any State laws. Mr. Brady asked the City Attorney if the State has ever sued the City.  Mr. 
Walker answered that to the best of his recollection the City was sued sometime in the 1990’s by the 
State, but he did not recall the particulars.   
 
CONSENT AGENDA: 
 
1. Approval Of Minutes Of The Regular City Council Meeting Of January 24, 2011  
2. Current Demands #28453 To #28552 
3. Approve The Modified Contract Between The City Of Holtville And City Manager, Laura 

Fischer 
 
A motion was made by Council Member Layton and seconded by Council Member Ludwig to 
approve Consent Agenda items 1 through 3.  The motion carried 4/1 with Council Member Brittsan 
opposing. 
 
REPORTS OF OFFICERS, COMMISSIONS, COMMITTEES AND COMMUNIQUES: 
 
Council Member Goodsell was unable to attend the Taste of The Valley event, but did attend the 
Imperial Valley Fire Chiefs Association Dinner where Fire Chief Alex Silva was sworn in as 
President. Mr. Goodsell attended the Finance Committee meeting and stated that he was disappointed 
that the Finance Committee meeting was not a public meeting and that the public did not have an 
opportunity to provide input. He feels the Council needs to make a better effort to be transparent and 
egos need to be put aside.  He said the issues with the utility tax were very complex and it will 
require some give and take on both sides. 
 
Council Member Ludwig attended a Special Council Meeting on February 3rd.  She attended the State 
of the City Address event and felt Mayor Bradshaw had given an excellent speech.  She also met with 
the City Manager, the Finance Manager and Alan Miller on February 8th.  Mrs. Ludwig attended the 
Holtville Class Reunion this past weekend.  She expressed her gratitude to Brooks Anderholt and 
Mark Allegranza for organizing such a special event. 
 
Council Member Brittsan attended the Class Reunion and reported it was an outstanding event.  He 
also attended the Imperial Valley Fire Chiefs Association Dinner.  He said he agreed with Mr. 
Goodsell’s statements about the public not having an opportunity to participate in the utility tax 
discussions.  
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Mayor Bradshaw attended the State of the City Address event.  He reported he had received 
compliments from the Rotary Club and the Chamber of Commerce in regards to the Carrot Festival 
events.  Mr. Bradshaw attended the Finance Committee Meeting and reported the recommendation is 
to reduce the utility tax by a ½ percent.  He expressed the Committee’s position on reviewing certain 
contracts to determine if this would be a feasible area to reduce expenditures. 
 
Bonnie Lomax, 640 E. Third Street, Space 4 asked if City employees are qualified for their jobs and 
that she is seeing a surplus of city workers performing grounds and maintenance tasks.  She said she 
sees two people painting graffiti.  She said the children are our future and the City needs to provide a 
kid’s park not a jogging park by the Alamo River.   
 
Jose Larios, 521 Maple Avenue said he would like to be a part of the Finance Committee and stated 
his educational background.   
 
Round table resumed and Chief of Police, Gordon Johnson, reported there were no law enforcement 
issues with the Carrot Festival despite the huge turnout.  Council Member Brittsan said he heard no 
noise at his residence created by the Carnival.  He further reported the dog vaccination clinic was 
inadvertently cancelled; however, Jason Matejovsky did a superb job in dealing with this situation. 
 
The City Manager thanked Ms. Lomax for noting that the City’s public works crew is on task taking 
care of graffiti.  She recognized Mr. Larios interest in the Finance Committee and explained the 
makeup of the Finance Committee as an internal committee.    She also thanked Chief Johnson and 
his wife for framing the Blue Angel’s picture that was donated to the City, at no cost.   
 
Mrs. Fischer went over her City Manager’s report and voiced concern over recent changes with 
Schafer Ambulance who will be reducing the amount of hours that they are stationed in Holtville 
from 24 hours seven days a week to 10 hours a day, six days a week.  She reported she is scheduling 
a meeting to see what, if anything, the City can do.  Council Member Brittsan reminded everyone that 
the City cannot transport patients. 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 
 
Discussion/Related Action To Award Bid For Flag Pole Project – Laura Fischer, City Manager  
A motion was made by Council Member Brittsan and seconded by Council Member Goodsell to 
award bid for Flag Pole Project to Flagpoles, Etc. in the amount of $14,635.00.  All members present 
were in favor and the motion carried unanimously. 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
 
Ben Abatti, Jr. 1296 Blodgett Road asked whether this was the time to discuss the RDA budget.  He 
wanted clarification regarding the amount of the transfer from the Redevelopment Agency to the 
General Fund.  He also inquired of the balance of the RDA fund.  Mayor Bradshaw informed Mr. 
Abatti that the item questioned is on the RDA agenda and should be addressed at that time.  
 
Bonnie Lomax, 640 E. Third Street, Space 4 asked if employees were receiving raises and if the City 
is hiring new employees.  She thinks the City should cut back. She also stated many people in the 
community felt this town was owned by the farmers. 
 
Discussion/Related Action To Adopt RESOLUTION 11-09 Approving An Agreement With The 
Holtville Redevelopment Agency For The Payment By The Agency For The Value Of The Land For 
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And The Cost Of Installing And Constructing Publicly Owned Improvements, Making Findings In 
Connection Therewith, And Approving An Agreement With The Agency For The Payment By The 
Agency Of Administrative And Overhead Expenses – Rosa Ramirez, Finance Manager 
 
Ben Abatti, 1296 Blodgett Road stepped up to the podium and addressed Ms. Bonnie Lomax and told 
her that farmers don’t own the town. He then asked why the agreement is being done now and not before and 
inquired over the amount of transfer.  The City Manager informed Mr. Abatti that the amount is $375,000 and 
that this type of transfer has been done before.  The City Attorney further stated this has been a consistent 
practice between the City of Holtville and the Redevelopment Agency.  
 
A motion was made by Council Member Brittsan and seconded by Council Member Goodsell to adopt 
Resolution 11-09 approving an agreement with the Holtville Redevelopment Agency for the payment by the 
agency for the value of the land and the cost of installing and constructing publicly owned improvements, 
making findings in connection therewith, and approving an agreement with the agency for the payment by the 
agency of administrative and overhead expenses.   
 
The motion carried 5/0 in the form of a roll call vote.  
 
Discussion/Related Action Regarding Mid Year Budget – Laura Fischer, City Manager 
 
The City Manager reviewed the midyear budget report prepared for Council.  Discussion ensued over 
Finance Committee recommendations and possible cost savings measures.  Council Member Layton 
indicated he would not be in favor of staff reductions to the Fire Department.  A motion was made by 
Council Member Goodsell and seconded by Mayor Bradshaw to give City Manager direction to bring 
back a cost savings recommendation to enable a decrease to the utility tax by ½ percent. All members 
present were in favor and the motion carried unanimously. 
 
Jose Larios, 521 Maple Avenue suggested an increase to local sales tax to offset the loss of utility tax.  
Discussion ensued over Proposition 218 and necessitating voter approval to implement such a tax. 
 
Council Member Brittsan inquired about the timing of the proposed ½ percent decrease in the utility 
tax.  His concern was whether the City would implement additional decreases in the future.  He stated 
that the City needs to stop spending excessively including daily operation costs.  
 
Bonnie Lomax, 640 E. Third Street, Space 4 said that the public should vote on the Utility Users Tax 
and that there should be a sunset. 
  
Council Member Layton asked about the City’s ISO rating and if a change to a Voluntary Fire 
Department will raise insurance rates.  The response was affirmative and discussion ensued on how 
changes to the Fire Department could potentially raise fire insurance policy costs for residents.   
 
Council Member Brittsan said the Finance Committee report is vague about the ½ percent.  He wants 
to know when it will start and if it would be implemented each year.  He doesn’t want any cuts to 
Police and Fire.  He said the Samaha Field lights cost too much money to keep on and that he would 
like to cut the City Planner position. 
 
Ben Abatti, Jr., 1296 E. Blodgett Road said the City should be trying to get businesses to come to 
Holtville which would increase the local sales tax revenue.  He said there should be a regulation 
reform and some of the restrictions should be eliminated. 
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Shayne Brady, 622 E. Fifth Street said he was not given a business license because he voiced his 
opinion at the last City Council meeting.  He provided an overview of what he perceived as 
authorizations to operate and all of a sudden he was deemed a nuisance.  He stated that being vocal at 
Council meetings resulted in code enforcement against his business.   
 
Council Member Colleen Ludwig addressed Mr. Brady, communicating that there are a number of 
issues Mr. Brady is mistaken about.   She also stated she has made numerous efforts to expand 
existing businesses and attract new business to town. 
 
INFORMATION ONLY: 
 
Staff Reports 
Written reports were provided by the following:  City Manager, Finance Manager, Public Works 
Supervisor, Water Works Supervisor, Chief of Police and City Planner.  A Building Report and a 
Grant Report were also provided.  
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
There being no further business to come before Council, Mayor Bradshaw adjourned the Regular 
City Council Meeting at 10:00 p.m. following closed session. 

      
 
_______________________________ 

      David Bradshaw, Mayor 
 
____________________________        
Glyn Snyder, City Clerk 
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THE MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE HOLTVILLE 
REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY 

February 14, 2011 
 
The regular meeting of the Holtville Redevelopment Agency was on Monday, February 14, 2011 in 
the Civic Center.  Board Members present were David Bradshaw, Jerry Brittsan, Colleen Ludwig, 
Richard Layton and Mike Goodsell.  Staff members present were Laura Fischer, Rosa Ramirez, 
Gordon Johnson and Glyn Snyder.  City Treasurer Pete Mellinger, City Engineer Jack Holt, City 
Planner Justina Arce and City Attorney Steve Walker were also present. 
 
REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY CALLED TO ORDER: 
Chairman Bradshaw called the Redevelopment meeting to order at 7:55 p.m.  
 
CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL – ANTICIPATED LITIGATION:  
(Government Code Section 54956.9(b)(1) 
1 Matter 
A motion was made by Council Member Brittsan and seconded by Mayor Bradshaw to retain 
Richards, Watson and Greshon Law Firm to defend the Redevelopment Agency in the claim of 
Holtville Unified School District vs. Holtville Redevelopment Agency. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS: 
None 
 
CONSENT AGENDA: 
 
1. Approval Of Minutes Of The Regular Meeting Of January 24, 2011 And Of The Special 

Meeting Of February 3, 2011 
2. Current Demand #1621 To #1622  
A motion was made by Board Member Goodsell and seconded by Board Member Layton to approve 
Consent Agenda item 1 and 2.  All members present were in favor and the motion carried 
unanimously. 
 
REPORTS OF OFFICERS, COMMISSIONS, COMMITTEES, & COMMUNIQUES: 
None 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
 
Discussion/Related Action To Adopt RESOLUTION 11-03 Approving An Agreement With The 
City Of Holtville For The Payment By The Agency For The Value Of The Land For And The 
Cost Of Installing And Constructing Publicly Owned Improvements, Making Findings In 
Connection Therewith, And Approving An Agreement With The City For The Payment By The 
Agency Of Administrative And Overhead Expenses – Rosa Ramirez, Finance Manager 

            A motion was made by Board Member Layton and seconded by Board Member Goodsell to adopt 
Resolution 11-03 approving an agreement with the City of Holtville for the payment by the agency 
for the value of the land for and the cost of installing and constructing publicly owned improvements, 
making findings in connection therewith, and approving an agreement with the City for the payment 
by the agency of administrative and overhead expenses.  The motion carried 5/0 in the form of a roll 
call vote. 

 
Discussion/Related Action Regarding Mid Year Budget – Laura Fischer, City Manager 
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The City Manager reviewed the midyear budget report prepared for Council at the same time it was 
discussed in the City Council meeting. 
 
Discussion/Related Action To Adopt Five Year Capital Improvement Plan – Laura Fischer, 
City Manager 
 
Jose Larios and Luis Imperial, representatives of Little League and soccer talked about their proposed 
changes to Mack Park to accommodate the youth athletics team.  They want to include field lights 
and discussion ensued over the cost of lighting estimated at $105,000.  They asked about volunteer 
help and said they would like to use prison crews to assist with the work.  Board Member Brittsan 
said that the lighting system proposed was very impressive. 
 
The City Manager reviewed the Five Year Capital Improvement Plan prepared for Council.  She 
provided a brief overview and estimated cost for each of the projects listed in the RDA Capital 
Improvement Plan.  She communicated to the Board that it is City staff’s recommendation to 
maintain playground equipment over at Mack Park and improved parking facilities.  She noted the 
proposed Capital Improvement Plan allocated significant funding for Mack Park, but that new 
lighting was not incorporated into staff’s proposal.  Board Member Layton stated he would 
recommend conduit be placed underground to accommodate future lighting installation without 
impacting any of the proposed improvements. 
 
City Manager further discussed improvements at Pine and Sixth Street that could accommodate 
soccer players.  Discussion ensued over proposed improvements. 
 
Robert Garcia, also representing Little League said lighting for the fields is secondary.  Increasing the 
number of playing fields is their primary objective. He asked what it would take to get the project 
started and he wants to meet with the City Manager.  Luis Imperial stated he hasn’t been able to get a 
meeting with the City Manager since August.  Chairman Bradshaw informed Mr. Imperial that the 
City Manager negotiated at the discretion of the Board and that they are authorizing her to meet and 
discuss project concepts with the Little League representatives.     
 

            Discussion/Related Action To Approve Façade Improvement Application For Steers And Beers 
Roadhouse – Justina Arce, City Planner 
City Planner presented the staff report of the proposed project. A motion was made by Board 
Member Brittsan and seconded by Board Member Layton to approve façade improvement application 
for Steers and Beers Roadhouse.  All members present were in favor and the motion carried 
unanimously. 
 

            Discussion/Related Action To Authorize Staff To Submit A RFP For Design Service And 
Subsequent  Construction For RDA Façade On Pine Avenue – Justina Arce, City Planner 

   City Planner presented the staff report of the proposed project.  A motion was made by Chairman 
Bradshaw and seconded by Board Member Layton to authorize staff to submit a RFP for design 
service and subsequent construction for RDA façade on Pine Avenue.  All members present were in 
favor and the motion carried unanimously. 

 
 ADJOURNMENT: 
 
 There being no further business to come before the Board, Chairman Bradshaw adjourned the 

Regular Redevelopment Agency Meeting at 9:18 p.m. and reconvened to City Council Executive 
Session. 
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_____________________________ 

      David Bradshaw, Chairman 
 
 
_____________________________ 
Glyn Snyder, Secretary 


