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 THE MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE HOLTVILLE 
CITY COUNCIL AND REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY  

December 14, 2009 
 
The regular meeting of the Holtville City Council and Redevelopment Agency was held 
on Monday, December 14, 2009 at 5:30 p.m. in the Civic Center.  Council Members 
present were Bianca Padilla, Colleen Ludwig, Richard Layton, David Bradshaw and 
Jerry Brittsan.   Staff members present were Laura Fischer, Gerry Peacher, Alex Silva, 
Clint Erro, Matt Hughes and Glyn Snyder.  Rosa Ramirez was absent.  City Attorney 
Steve Walker, City Engineer Jack Holt, City Planner Justina Arce and City Treasurer 
Pete Mellinger were present.   
  
CITY COUNCIL CLOSED SESSION MEETING CALLED TO ORDER: 
Mayor Padilla called the meeting to order at 5:35 p.m. 
 
CITY COUNCIL AND REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY MEETING OPEN 
SESSION MEETING CALLED TO ORDER: 
Mayor Padilla called the meeting to order at 6:46 p.m. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 
Council Member Bradshaw led the pledge of allegiance. 
 
CITY CLERK RE: VERIFICATION OF POSTING OF AGENDA: 
The City Clerk verified that the agenda was duly posted on December 10, 2009. 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
 
CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL – EXISTING LITIGATION: (Government 
Code Section 54956.9(b) 
Willowbend LLC vs. City of Holtville 
Claim of Willowbend LLC 
No reportable action taken. 
 
CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL – EXISTING LITIGATION;  
(Government Code Section 54956.9(b) 
Milan vs. City of Holtville 
No reportable action taken. 
 
CONFERENCE WITH LABOR NEGOTIATORS:   
(Government Code Section 54957.6) 
Agency Negotiator:  City Manager/City Attorney 
Holtville Police Officer Association 
No reportable action taken. 
 
Council Member Brittsan asked for a moment of silence for Calvin Portwood, Jean 
Alexander, Terri Fusi and Scott Jones, members of the community who have recently 
passed away.   
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS: 
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Shayne Brady, 622 E. 5th Street and owner of Storage Depot came before Council asking 
for clarification regarding recent letters he has received from the City pertaining to his 
business.  The City Manager has met with Mr. Brady and will be responding in writing to 
his questions and concerns prior to the Planning Commission meeting to be held on 
Monday, December 21st.  Council Member Brittsan asked if his issues had anything to do 
with the recent Downtown Ordinance and if he could be grandfathered in. This issue will 
be discussed at the Planning Commission meeting.  
 
Hector Araujo, Allied Waste Services reported the City wide cleanup was a great success 
and they will be picking up Christmas trees during the month of January.  Allied is also 
sponsoring the Christmas luncheon for the City employees. 
 
Jose Larios, President of the Holtville Little League and Luis Imperial, President of the 
Holtville Soccer Association asked Council to consider turning Mack Park into a multi- 
purpose field which would include adding a soccer field, skate park or a field for girl’s 
softball.  They stated there are not enough facilities to accommodate our youth. 
 
Bianca Padilla, outgoing Mayor for 2009 was presented a plaque to honor her time as 
Mayor and she thanked staff and Council for their support during her term. 
 
CONSENT  AGENDA: 
 
1. Approval Of Minutes Of The City Council Regular Meeting Of November 23, 

2009 
2. Approval Of Minutes Of The Redevelopment Agency Regular Meeting Of 

November 23, 2009 
3. City Council Current Demands #26412 To #26499 
4. Redevelopment Agency Current Demands #1546 To #1547 
5. CDBG Current Demands #4127 To #4136 and #2178 
 
A motion was made by Council Member Layton and seconded by Council Member 
Bradshaw to approve Consent Agenda items 1-5.  All members present were in favor and 
the motion carried unanimously. 
 
REPORTS OF OFFICERS, COMMISSIONS, COMMITTEES AND 
COMMUNIQUES: 
 
City Manager Report  
The City Manager reported the Fire Department will be hosting the Fire Chief’s luncheon 
on Wednesday, December 16th.  They will also be participating in the “Fill the Boot” 
event to raise money for Muscular Dystrophy this Friday.  The Fire Department 
responded to two calls this week.  One involved a fuel tanker that caught on fire on 
Interstate 8 and the other incident involved field workers being sprayed with pesticides.  
The workers were treated and decontaminated and there were no serious injuries.  
Christmas in the Park hosted by the Chamber of Commerce will be held on Thursday, 
December 17th. 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 
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TAKING ACTION AS CITY COUNCIL  
Discussion/Related Action To Adopt RESOLUTION 09-61 To Adopt  The Amended 
Agreement For County To Perform Certain Law Enforcement Services And 
Functions For The City Of Holtville - Laura Fischer, City Manager  
A motion was made by Council Member Brittsan and seconded by Council Member 
Bradshaw to adopt Resolution 09-61 to adopt the amended agreement for County to 
perform certain Law Enforcement services and functions for the City of Holtville.  The 
motion carried 5/0 in the form of a roll call vote. 

 
Discussion/Related Action To Adopt RESOLUTION 09-62 To Modify 
Memorandum Of Understanding Between City Of Holtville And Holtville Peace 
Officer’s Association – Laura Fischer, City Manager 
A motion was made by Council Member Layton and seconded by Council Member 
Brittsan to adopt Resolution 09-62 to modify Memorandum of Understanding between 
City of Holtville and Holtville Peace Officer’s Association.  The motion carried 5/0 in 
the form of a roll call vote. 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
 
TAKING ACTION AS CITY COUNCIL AND REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY 
 
Discussion/Related Action To Select A Mayor And Mayor Pro-Tem Of City Council 
And Chairman And Vice Chairman Of The Redevelopment Agency To Serve 
During The Next Year - Laura Fischer, City Manager 
A motion was made by Council Member Layton and seconded by Council Member 
Brittsan to nominate Colleen Ludwig as Mayor of the City Council and Chairman of the 
Redevelopment Agency.  All members present were in favor and the motion carried 
unanimously.  A motion was made by Council Member Brittsan and seconded by Mayor 
Ludwig to nominate David Bradshaw as Mayor Pro Tem of the City Council and Vice 
Chairman of the Redevelopment Agency.  All members present were in favor and the 
motion carried unanimously. The newly elected officers were sworn in by the City Clerk. 
 
RECESS CALLED – RECEPTION HELD AT CIVIC CENTER 
 
Item #15 was moved up on the agenda.   
Discussion/Related Action To Approve Prop 40 Project At Nolan E. McDougal 
Memorial Park And Authorization To Go Out For Bid – Justina Arce, City Planner 

      A motion was made by Council Member Bradshaw and seconded by Council Member 
Brittsan to approve Prop 40 Project at Nolan E. McDougal Memorial Park and 
authorization to go out for bid.  All members were present and the motion carried 
unanimously. 
 
Discussion/Related Action To Update County/Regional Appointment List – Glyn 
Snyder, City Clerk 
A motion was made by Council Member Layton and seconded by Council Member 
Brittsan to update the County/Regional Appointment List as presented.  All members 
present were in favor and the motion carried unanimously. 
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Discussion/Related Action To Adopt RESOLUTION 09-68 Requesting 
Authorization To Submit Application For Energy Commission Grant – Gerry 
Peacher, Public Works Manager 
A motion was made by Council Member Brittsan and seconded by Council Member 
Padilla to adopt Resolution 09-68 requesting authorization to submit application for 
Energy Commission Grant.  The motion carried 5/0 in the form of a roll call vote. 

 
PUBLIC HEARING – Discussion/Related Action To Adopt RESOLUTION 09-66 
To Accept Final Report For The Closeout Of the City’s CDBG Planning And 
Technical Assistance Grant #07-PTAE-3010 Which Funded The Feasibility Study 
For Water Park Attraction – Gerry Peacher, Public Works Manager 
Mayor Ludwig opened the public hearing at 8:30 p.m.  Receiving no public comments 
from the audience the public hearing was closed at 8:30 p.m.  A motion was made by 
Council Member Padilla and seconded by Council Member Brittsan to adopt Resolution 
09-66 to accept final report for the closeout of the City’s CDBG Planning and Technical 
Assistance Grant #07-PTAE-3010 which funded the feasibility study for water park 
attraction.  The motion carried 5/0 in the form of a roll call vote.   

 
Discussion/Related Action To Adopt RESOLUTION 09-60 To Submit For Payment 
Of Citizens Option For Public Safety (COPS Fund) For FY 2009/2010 – Rosa 
Ramirez, Finance Manager 
A motion was made by Council Member Brittsan and seconded by Council Member 
Bradshaw to adopt Resolution 09-60 to submit for payment of Citizens Option for Public 
Safety (COPS Fund) for FY 2009/2010.  The motion carried 5/0 in the form of a roll call 
vote. 
 
Discussion/Related Action To Approve MOU Regarding Live Fire Multiple 
Training Simulator Between The City Of Holtville And Imperial County Fire 
Department And Authorizing The City Manager To Act On Behalf Of The City On 
All Matters Pertaining To MOU Alex Silva – Fire Chief 

      A motion was made by Council Member Layton and seconded by Council Member 
Brittsan to approve MOU regarding Live Fire Multiple Training Simulator between the 
City of Holtville and Imperial County Fire Department and authorizing the City Manager 
to act on behalf of the City on all matters pertaining to MOU.  All members present were 
in favor and the motion carried unanimously. 
 
Discussion/Related Action To Modify Project Cost And Description For The 
Walnut Avenue Project To Include The Necessary Geotechnical Engineering And 
Independent Audits As Required By The Quality Assurance Program – Rosa 
Ramirez, Finance Manager 
A motion was made by Council Member Padilla and seconded by Council Member 
Bradshaw to modify project cost to increase in the amount of $10,119 and description for 
the Walnut Avenue Project to include the necessary geotechnical engineering and 
independent audits as required by the Quality Assurance Program.  All members present 
were in favor and the motion carried unanimously. 
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Discussion/Related Action To Modify Project Cost And Description For The Holt 
Avenue Project To Include The Necessary Geotechnical Engineering And 
Independent Audits As Required By The Quality Assurance Program – Rosa 
Ramirez, Finance Manager 
A motion was made by Council Member Bradshaw and seconded by Council Member 
Layton to modify project costs to decrease in the amount of $16,176 and description for 
the Holt Avenue Project to include the necessary geotechnical engineering and 
independent audits as required by the Quality Assurance Program. All members present 
were in favor and the motion carried unanimously. 
 
Discussion/Related Action To Postpone The Submittal Of The Request For Proposal 
To Design/Construct The Holtville Skate Park – Council Member Brittsan 
A motion was made by Council Member Brittsan and seconded by Council Member 
Ludwig to postpone the submittal of the Request for Proposal to design/construct the 
Holtville Skate Park.  The motion failed with Council Members Bradshaw, Padilla and 
Layton opposing. 
 
INFORMATION ONLY: 
 
Information Only Regarding Notification Of $300,000 Grant Award For Business 
Loan Assistance From EDBG – Justina Arce, City Planner 
Information only; no action taken. 
 
Information Only Regarding Notification Of $92,000 Grant Award For Alamo 
River Trail Clean Up And Grub Work Through BECC – Justina Arce, City 
Planner 
Information only; no action taken. 
 
Information Only Regarding BECC Wastewater Projects – Gerry Peacher, Public 
Works Manager 
Information only; no action taken. 
 
Information Only Regarding Trash Contract – Gerry Peacher, Public Works 
Manager 
Lee Hindman of Palo Verde Valley Disposal Service said in order to be fair the City 
should put the contract out to bid. 
Information only; no action taken. 
 
Information Only Regarding Public Safety Building – Gerry Peacher, Public Works 
Manager 
Information only; no action taken. 
 
Staff Reports 
 
Written reports were provided by the following:  Finance Manager, Public Works 
Supervisor, Water Works Supervisor, Public Works Manager, Police Chief, Fire Chief 
and City Planner.  A Grant report was also provided. 
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Jack Holt reported there are several construction projects in process.  The Walnut Avenue 
Project started today with an estimated completion date of 70 days.  The parkways on 
Walnut Avenue will be taken care of by the City. The Holt Avenue Project will begin on 
January 4, 2010.  
 
Mayor Ludwig attended an IVAG meeting. 
 
Council Member Padilla attended the County Board of Supervisor’s meeting and a 
SCAG meeting. 
 
Council Member Layton attended Steve Walker’s Christmas party. 
 
Glyn Snyder attended the New Law and Leadership Conference in Monterey and is 
working toward becoming a Certified Municipal Clerk. 
 
City Treasurer Pete Mellinger reported Holtville is the only city in the county with an 
increase in sales tax which was 9.2%. 
  
ADJOURNMENT: 
There being no further business to come before council, Mayor Ludwig adjourned the 
regular City Council and Redevelopment Agency Meeting at 9:58 p.m.  
 
 
 

      
 
_______________________________ 

      Colleen Ludwig, Mayor 
 
____________________________        
Glyn Snyder, City Clerk 
 
 
 


