
THIS IS A PUBLIC MEETING 
If there is an item on the agenda on which you wish to be heard, please come forward to the microphone at the time the item is 
being addressed. State your name for the record.  All other items can be addressed during the Public Comments portion of the 
agenda.  The Mayor reserves the right to place a time limit on each person asking to be heard. 

AGENDA (Revised) 
REGULAR MEETING OF THE HOLTVILLE CITY COUNCIL  

121 WEST FIFTH STREET, HOLTVILLE, CALIFORNIA 
 

July 13, 2015 
                                                                                       

OPEN SESSION  
6:00 PM 

 
Ginger Ward, Mayor                                                                                                                             Steve Walker, City Attorney  
Jim Predmore, Mayor Pro Tem                                                                                                       Denise Garcia, Interim City Clerk  
Mike Goodsell, Council Member                                                                                                         Nick Wells, City Manager 
David Bradshaw, Council Member                                                                                                 Pete Mellinger, City Treasurer 
Richard Layton, Council Member   
 
 
 
 
 

 

CITY COUNCIL 
 

     CLOSED SESSION 5:30 PM 
 
 
CONFERENCE WITH LABOR NEGOTIATORS:  
(Government Code Section 54957.6)re 
Agency Negotiator:  City Manager/City Attorney 
Classified Employees  
 
PUBLIC EMPLOYMENT: 
(Government Code Section 54957.6)  
City Manager Evaluation 
Evaluation Criteria  
 
CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL – PENDING LITIGATION: 
(Government Code Section 54956.9(a)) 
City of Holtville vs. Black Dog Farms 
City of Holtville vs. Willowbend Mobile Home Park 
 
CITY COUNCIL:  Meeting Called To Order 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  
 
INVOCATION: 
 
CITY CLERK RE:  Verification of Posting of the Agenda 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION ANNOUNCEMENTS:  Steve Walker, City Attorney 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS: This is time for the public to address the City Council on any item not appearing on the 
agenda that is within the subject matter jurisdiction of the City Council.  The Mayor reserves the right to limit the speaker’s time.  The Mayor 
will recognize you and when you come to the microphone, please state your name and address for the record.  You are not allowed to make 
personal attacks on individuals or make comments which are slanderous or which may invade an individual’s personal privacy. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA: 
 

The items on the Consent Agenda are to be approved without comment. Should any Council Member or member of the public wish to 
discuss any item, they may request that the item be removed from the Consent Agenda and placed on the New Business Agenda. 
 
1. Approval of the Minutes from the Meeting of June 22, 2015. 
2. Current Demands 34739 to 34852 
 



 
REPORTS OF OFFICERS, COMMISSIONS, COMMITTEES AND COMMUNIQUES: 
 
 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 
None 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
 
3. Discussion/Related Action to Adopt RESOLUTION #15-17 approving the Sick Leave Policy for 

Unrepresented, Unbenefited, Part-Time Employees, City Policy #300-08 – Denise Garcia, Personnel 
Technician 
 

4. Discussion/Related Action to Adopt RESOLUTION #15-18 Accepting the Outfall Main Pipeline 
Improvements as Completed – Justina Arce, City Planner 
 

5. Discussion/Related Action regarding Adoption of RESOLUTION #15-19 Awarding the 
Construction Contract to Pacific Hydrotech for Construction Services for the Holtville Wastewater 
Treatment Plant Improvement Project – Justina Arce, City Planner 
 

6. Discussion/Related Action to Adopt RESOLUTION #15-20 Authorizing the City Clerk to Execute a 
Certificate of Acceptance for a Grant of Easement – Justina Arce, City Planner 

 
7. Discussion/Related Action to Direct Staff to Negotiate the Scope and Cost of a Contract with a 

Selected Qualified Firm to Perform Consultant Services in Fulfillment of the Sustainable Communities 
Planning Grant from the Department of Conservation – Nick Wells, City Manager  

 
8. Discussion/Related Action Regarding Surplus of Replaced Street Signs – Nick Wells, City Manager 
 
INFORMATION ONLY: 
 
9. Discussion Only Regarding Establishment of a Committee to Make Recommendations on Animal 

Care and Control in the City and Assist in Implementation – Nick Wells, City Manager 
 

10. Discussion Only Regarding Average Development Impact Fees for Imperial County – Nick Wells, 
City Manager 
 

11. City Manager Report – Nick Wells 
a. Police Chief – Manuel DeLeon 
b. Water/Wastewater Supervisor – Frank Cornejo 
c. Public Works Supervisor – Alex Chavez 
d. Quarterly Planning Report – Justina Arce 
e. Quarterly Grant Report – Justina Arce 
f. City Engineer – Jack Holt 

 
12. Items for Future Meetings: 

 
 

ADJOURNMENT: 
I,  Denise Garcia, Interim City Clerk of the City of Holtville, California, DO HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing agenda was duly posted 
at Holtville City Hall on July 10, 2015. 
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ISSUES FOR DISCUSSION 

Project Scope- The project’s scope of work included installation of a new 18-inch diameter PVC sanitary 
sewer collection outfall pipeline that replaced all of the existing deficient pipeline segments. Additionally, 

two sewer laterals were constructed along two residential block alleyways that had deficient and/or non-
existing sewer collection services. The new sewer lines are located in the alleys between Ninth Street and 

Tenth Street for both segments:  1) between Orange Avenue and Fern Avenue 2) between Cedar Avenue 

and Pine Avenue. Additionally, an 8” diameter sewer collection pipeline was installed to correct existing 
deficiencies to a residential area west of Melon Avenue. 

Project Status- The following is a brief overview of the project status: 

 Design Phase & Certification:  Design was 100% complete in November 2012 by Webb & 

Associates, and final certification was obtained by BECC in May 2013, which is when the 

NADBank approved the project. 
 Construction Management Services: The construction management services were awarded 

to Dynamic Consulting on October 2013.  Construction Management Services are 99% 

Complete, pending final deliverables and project Close-Out. 

 Construction Services:  The construction contract was awarded The Van Dyke Corporation 

who entered into contract on October 2013. Construction is 100% complete pending only 
issuance of final retention funds.  The final walkthrough was on February 18, 2015 and the 

Notice of Completion was filed on June 2015. 
 Grant Close-Out:  A Notice of Completion was signed by the City Manager on June 8, 2015 

after a final walkthrough by the City Engineer, City Manager and City Staff during the month of 

February 2015. Both USDA and NADBank require action by the City Council, accepting the work 

as completed by The Van Dyke Corporation, hence the subject matter of this report.    

Budget Overview-The final project costs for the construction phase was $5.9 Million, including all 

change orders associated with additional work and additional construction management services.  The 
City of Holtville did not have to incur any additional costs beyond those originally budgeted.  Additional 

fund requests were covered by NADBank contingency monies.  

FISCAL IMPACT 

Grants-The City will be able to capture $1,289,831 Million in USDA Grant Funds of the original 

$1,628,000 obligated for the construction phase.  An additional $2,139,093 in EPA BEIF Grant Funds 
will also be utilized.  Total Grant Funds constitute 57% of construction costs. 

Loans-The total USDA funds borrowed for reimbursement of soft costs and the construction of the 
project is $2.75 Million.  The USDA loan further refinanced an existing $1.75, 2003 sewer bond note. The 

final debt to USDA is $4.5 Million over a 40 year term at 2% with the first installment made in 

December of 2014.  The Fiscal Impacts to the City are associated with the multiple reserves and debt 
service that have to be met for this funding partner in addition to other commitments being entered into 

for sewer facilities.    
 

PENDING ACTION & RECOMMENDATION 

The subject of this staff report is acceptance of the improvements as completed by The Van Dyke 

Corporation and as recommended by staff via the following action:  

1. Adopt Resolution 15-18 Accepting the Outfall Main Pipeline and Residential Collection Pipeline 
Improvements as completed by The Van Dyke Corporation; or 

Alternative 

2. Not Adopt Resolution 15-18 and provide alternative directive to staff.   

Should you have any questions and/or concerns regarding the information in this report, please feel free 

to contact Nicholas Wells at (760) 356-4574. Your comments are encouraged, written or verbal, and can 
also be forwarded to jarce@theholtgroup.net. 

Attachments: Resolution 15-18 
   

mailto:jarce@theholtgroup.net


 

RESOLUTION NO. 15-18 

 

A RESOLUTION OF THE HOLTVILLE CITY COUNCIL ACCEPTING THE 

CONSTRUCTION WORK COMPLETED FOR THE SANITARY SEWER OUTFALL MAIN 

PIPELINE AND RESIDENTIAL WASTEWATER COLLECTION SYSTEM PROJECT BY 

THE VAN DYKE CORPORATION 

 

WHEREAS, the City of Holtville secured funding for a construction project consisting of the  

installation of a new 18-inch diameter PVC sanitary sewer main collection outfall pipeline, the 

construction of two residential sewer collection pipelines along two residential block alleyways that had 

deficient and/or non-existing sewer collection services, and via change order, the installation of a new 8” 

diameter collection pipeline west of Holtville, referred hereafter as “Project;” and 

 

WHEREAS, the project was fully designed and constructed with partial funding from BECC 

through the Project Development Assistance Program (PDAP), primary funding from USDA through the 

Rural Assistance Program, and gap funding through NADBank under the EPA Funded Border 

Environmental Infrastructure Fund Program; and 

 

WHEREAS, the construction services were awarded to, and completed by, The Van Dyke 

Corporation; and 

 

WHEREAS, the City of Holtville staff, including the City Manager and the City Engineer, 

performed a final walk through of the completed project on February 18, 2015 and deemed it substantially 

complete in March 24
th
 of 2015; and  

 

WHEREAS, the City Manager executed a final Notice of Completion on June 8
th
 2015 that was 

subsequently filed with the Imperial County Clerk Recorder on June 10, 2015; and  

 

WHEREAS, the City Council wishes to formally accept the project as constructed by The Van 

Dyke Corporation for the purpose of closing out the City’s grant files; and  

 

 NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Council of the City of Holtville does, 

certify that the above statements are true and correct, and that the City hereby accepts the Sanitary Sewer 

Outfall Main Pipeline and Wastewater Residential Collection System Project as constructed by The Van 

Dyke Corporation. 

 

 PASSED, APPROVED, AND ADOPTED at a regular meeting of the City Council of the City 

of Holtville held on the 13
th
 day of July 2015 by the following vote: 

 

 

AYES: 

 

NOES: 

 

ABSENT: 

 

ABSTAIN: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

        ______________________________ 

        Ginger Ward, Mayor 

           City of Holtville 

 

 

I, Denise Garcia, Interim City Clerk of the City of Holtville, DO HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing 

resolution was duly passed, approved, and adopted by the City Council of said City of Holtville at a 

regular meeting thereof held on the 13
th
 of July 2015, and that the same was approved by the Mayor of 

said City of Holtville on said date. 

 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

___________________ 

Denise Garcia, Interim City Clerk 
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ISSUES FOR DISCUSSION 

Project Scope- No changes to the scope of work have been made.  The construction phase 
scope of work continues to include construction engineering and construction services for the 
following improvements: 

 Installation of a Biolac® WaveOx system 
 Construct new Septage Holding Tank with aeration system 
 Construct a Packaged Headworks System: Fine Screen and Grit Chamber 
 Construct new Biolac Wave Oxidation Basin with Two Clarifiers 
 Construct new Air Blower Building for Biolac Wave Oxidation Basin 
 Rehabilitate Secondary Effluent & Sludge Filtrate Pump Station 
 Add a Laboratory Building  & Upgraded Electrical 
 Install Emergency Back-up Generator 
 Construct Sludge Thickening, Containment, and Drying Waste Activated Station 

Project Status- The following is a brief overview of the project status.  Please be aware that 
the Regional Water Quality Control Board has been kept informed of project progress, on a 
quarterly basis, per the Cease and Desist Board Order. 

 Design Phase & Certification:  Design was 100% complete in August 2013 by Lee 
& Ro, and final certification was obtained by BECC in February 2014. 

 Construction Management Services: The Construction Management Service 
Contract was approved and entered into in September 2014 with HDR.   

 Construction Bid Documents:  The Advertisement for Bids for Construction Services 
was significantly delayed due to funding agency review and approval with initial 
advertisement on February 24, 2015. Four bid proposals were received on April 21, 
2015, the date of the bid opening. 

 Funding Commitments- The Agreement for $7.8 Million with the CWRCB has been 
executed pending modification only to shift funds from construction costs to soft costs, 
which will be handles administratively.  The NADBank Sub-agreement was amended 
from $3.5 Million to $6.9 Million on June 22, 2015 to cover remaining construction 
gaps and contingencies.   

 Construction Services- Evaluations have been completed by internal staff with 
recommendations reviewed by the City’s funding partners and pending City Council 
consideration and approval.  

 Public Participation- A final public awareness mailer, in order to comply with funding 
requirements is scheduled for July.  The purpose is to make citizens aware of final 
project costs. 

Construction Bid Results- The City received a total of four bids. The lowest bid was from 
RHS Construction, however, a review of their submittal determined insufficient experience and 
qualifications.  Pacific Hydrotech at $11,733,600 was determined to be the lowest, responsive, 
experienced bidder ($461,791 higher than RSH). The Pacific Hydrotech bid amount was much 
higher than the available construction budget and EOOPC of $8,875,000 by $2,858,600. 
However, the budget has been satisfied and adjusted via EPA’s Approval of Deal Sheet 
Amendment 2 and the aforementioned Sub-Grant Agreement. The bid proposals submitted 
were as follows: 

Bidder Bid Amount 

RSH Construction $11,271,809 

Pacific Hydrotech Corporation $11,733,600 

Steve P Rados, Inc. $14,625,000 

Stanek Constructors, Inc. $13,713,000 
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BUDGET OVERVIEW AND FISCAL IMPACT 

The total funding budget of $15.2 Million (including $1.1 Million in contingencies) is supported 
through numerous funding partners and the City’s Enterprise Funds.  The combined financial 
assistance of the project is noted below.  Please refer to the attached Sources and Uses 
Table (Exhibit A) for a more detailed breakdown of use of funds. 

$348,628 EPA PDAP Program Grant (BECC) 

$3,828,918 CWSRF 1.9% Loan on 20 Year Term  

$4,000,000 CWSRF Forgivable Loan  

$6,889,870 EPA BEIF Program Grant (NADBank) 

$148,500 City of Holtville Sewer Fund Revenue 

$15,215,916  

The City’s total Out-of-Pocket costs are estimated at $3,977,418 of which most is structured as 
a low interest rate loan.   This amount represents 26% of the overall project costs.  The Fiscal 
Impacts to the City are associated with Debt repayment which is scheduled to begin one year 
after project construction.  Additionally, multiple reserves have to be met for each funding 
partner.   

PENDING ACTION & RECOMMENDATION 

The subject of this staff report is for consideration of award of the construction contract.  It is 
the recommendation of City Management and City Engineer to award the construction contract 
to Pacific Hydrotech Corporation.  City Council should consider the following actions via 
attached Resolution 15-19 (Exhibit B):  
 

1. Adopt Resolution 15-19 Awarding the Construction Contract to Pacific Hydrotech, for 
the Wastewater Treatment Plant Improvement Project in the amount of 
$11,733,600; or 

Alternative 

2. Reject the bids received on April 21, 2015 and provide alternative directive to staff. 

 
Should you have any questions and/or concerns regarding the information in this report, please 
feel free to contact Nicholas Wells at (760) 356-4574. Your comments are encouraged, written 
or verbal, and can also be forwarded to jarce@theholtgroup.net. 
 
Attachments: Resolution 15-19 
 
 

mailto:jarce@theholtgroup.net


RESOLUTION 15-19 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF HOLTVILLE  

AWARDING THE CONSTRUCTION CONTRACT FOR THE  

HOLTVILLE WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT IMPROVEMENT PROJECT TO 

PACIFIC HYDROTECH CORPORATION  

  

WHEREAS,  the City of Holtville is operating under a Cease and Desist Board Order from the 

Regional Water Quality Control Board and has identified a Wastewater Treatment Plant Improvements 

Project for compliance with  NPDES Permit No CA 0104361; and  

WHEREAS, the City of Holtville has identified and wishes to implement a construction project 

to satisfy compliance with the aforementioned Board Order involving improvements to the Holtville 

Wastewater Treatment Plant, hereafter “Project;” and 

WHEREAS, the City of Holtville’s Application for project funding through the Clean Water 

State Revolving Fund (CWSRF) for Planning, Design, and Construction of the Holtville Wastewater 

Treatment Plant Improvement Project has been approved in the amount of $7,828,918; and  

WHEREAS, the City of Holtville’s Application for construction funding assistance from the 

Border Environmental Infrastructure Fund (BEIF) Program for the Holtville Wastewater Treatment Plant 

Improvement Project has been approved for construction gap funding in the amount of $6,889,870; and  

WHEREAS, the City has secured a construction manager and has duly advertised for 

construction services which have resulted in bid proposals received on April 21, 2015 that were deemed 

satisfactory to the City; and 

WHEREAS, the City of Holtville wishes to award the construction services contract to Pacific 

Hydrotech Corporation in the amount of $11,733,600; and  

 

 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOVLED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

HOLTVILLE, that the above statements are true and correct, and hereby award Holtville Wastewater 

Treatment Plant Improvement Project construction services to Pacific Hydrotech Corporation in the 

amount of $11,733,600. 

PASSED, APPROVED, AND ADOPTED at a regular meeting of the City Council of the City 

of Holtville conducted on the 13
th
 day of July 2015 by the following vote: 

 

AYES:   

NOES:   

ABSENT: 

ABSTAIN: 

 

  Ginger Ward, Mayor  

City of Holtville 

 

Exhibit B 



 

 

 

 I, Denise Garcia, Interim City Clerk of the City of Holtville, DO HEREBY CERTIFY that the 

foregoing resolution was duly passed, approved, and adopted by the City Council of said City of Holtville 

at a regular meeting thereof held on the 9
th
 day of February 2015, and that the same was approved by the 

Mayor of said City of Holtville on said date, and that the same was adopted. 

 

  

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

     

Denise Garcia, Interim City Clerk  

City of Holtville 
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ISSUES FOR DISCUSSION AND REVIEW 

Existing Conditions – The current parcel consists of approximately a 140 feet x 300 feet area at the 
southwest corner of SR 115/5th Street and Walnut Avenue. The proposed easement will be adjacent to an 

existing Caltrans right of way and a pedestrian area approximately 560 feet in width immediately to the 
north. AutoZone proposes to grant an additional 4 feet x 140 feet easement area. 

Proposed Improvements – The Holtville Municipal Code requires that the easement be used solely for 

pedestrian or landscaping improvements. Improvements on the subject easement will consist entirely of 
landscaping per approved landscaping plans. The developer will be responsible for the construction of all 

improvements on the subject easement. 

Sidewalk Easement – AutoZone executed the requested easement on July 7, 2014and it is enclosed 

hereto as Attachment A with corresponding Exhibit A-Legal Description. The proposed easement 
encompasses an area of 560 square feet measuring 4 feet x 140 feet area along the northern portion of 

the subject property as referenced under Exhibit B-Plat Map. 

Certificate of Acceptance - Acceptance of the Grant of Easement is the subject matter of this report 
and pending Council action. The executed Grant of Easement has been issued for the benefit of the City 

of Holtville and the corresponding legal description and plat map have been reviewed and found 
acceptable by the City Engineer. City Council should consider acceptance of the Grant of Easement via 

Resolution 15-20 and authorize the City Clerk to execute the corresponding Certificate of Acceptance, and 

direct staff to record the Grant of Easement and corresponding attachments. 

FISCAL IMPACTS 

The aforementioned easement has been granted to the City of Holtville for a value of $1.  The cost is 
anticipated to be paid from the Local LTA Account. No additional foreseeable operation and maintenance 

costs are anticipated until which time the City Council determines to construct a full width sidewalk.     

PENDING ACTION 

It is being asked that City Council consider the following actions: 

1. Adopt Resolution 15-20 accepting the Grant of Easement and authorizing the City Clerk to 
execute the Certificate of Acceptance and all actions associated with said transaction.  

Alternative 

2. Not adopt Resolution 15-20 and provide alternative directive to staff.   

Should you have any questions and/or concerns regarding the information in this report, or would like 

additional information, please feel free to contact Justina G. Arce at (760) 337-3883.  

Attachments: 
Attachment A – Grant of Easement including: 

Exhibit A – Legal Description 
Exhibit B – Plat Map 
Exhibit C – Resolution 15-20 
Exhibit D – Certificate of Compliance 

 

  
cc: Holtville Planning Commission 
  

 











EXHIBIT “C” 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 15-20 

 

A RESOLUTION OF THE HOLTVILLE CITY COUNCIL AUTHORIZING THE CITY CLERK TO 

EXECUTE A CERTIFICATE OF ACCEPTANCE FOR A PUBLIC EASEMENT FROM THE 

PROPERTY WITH APN 045-293-001 

  

WHEREAS, Terra Marra Engineering submitted a Site Plan for an AutoZone retail commercial 

facility to be located at 390 East 5
th
 Street; and 

 

WHEREAS, the City of Holtville Zoning Ordinance Section 17.41.030 requires a ten (10) to 

fourteen (14) foot wide area for the purpose of pedestrian walkways and landscaping; and  

 

WHEREAS, the City of Holtville desires to obtain an easement dedication from property owners, 

AutoZone, Inc for public improvements within a section of APN 045-293-001 along 5
th
 Street for 

compliance with aforementioned Ordinance Section; and 

 

WHEREAS, AutoZone, Inc, has agreed to receive $1.00 as compensation from the City of Holtville 

for the aforementioned easement and executed a Grant of Easement on July 7, 2015, for the aforementioned 

dedication; and 

   

 WHEREAS, the City of Holtville desires to accept the easement consisting of approximately 560 

square feet of land along 5
th
 Street, as referenced in Exhibit A and Exhibit B, Legal Description and Plat 

Map, respectively and incorporated hereto; and   

 

 NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council authorizes the City Clerk to 

execute a Certificate of Acceptance on behalf of the City of Holtville accepting an easement consisting of 

approximately 560 square feet from AutoZone, Inc. 

 

PASSED, APPROVED, AND ADOPTED at a regular meeting of the City Council of the City of 

Holtville held on the 13
th
 day of July 2015 by the following vote: 

 

AYES: 

 

NOES: 

 

ABSENT: 

 

ABSTAIN: 

 

ATTEST: 

       _________________________________ 

                Ginger Ward, Mayor 

                          City of Holtville 

I, Denise Garcia, Interim City Clerk of the City of Holtville, DO HEREBY CERTIFY that the 

foregoing resolution was duly passed, approved, and adopted by the City Council of said City of Holtville at 

a regular meeting thereof held on the 13
th
 day of July 2015. 

ATTEST: 

 

 

_____________________________ 

Denise Garcia, Interim City Clerk 



 

 

 

EXHIBIT “D” 
 

CERTIFICATE OF ACCEPTANCE 

 
 

 

 

This is to certify that the interest in the real property by a Grant of Easement document dated 

July 7, 2015 for a 560 square foot portion of Assessor’s Parcel Number 045-293-001 as 

authorized by AutoZone, Inc, a California Corporation, to the City of Holtville, a Municipal 

Corporation is hereby accepted by Resolution 15-20 of the Holtville City Council at a regularly 

scheduled council meeting on July 13 , 2015.   

 

 

Dated: ____________ 

                 City of Holtville 

 

 

 

        ___________________________ 

        Denise Garcia,  

        Holtville Interim City Clerk 
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City Council/Staff Reports/Authorizing Consultant Contract Negotiations for Sust Comm Grant (07'2015) 

City of Holtville 
 

REPORT TO COUNCIL 
 
DATE ISSUED: July 13, 2015 
 

FROM:  Nick Wells, City Manager 
 

SUBJECT:  Authorizing the City Manager to Negotiate the Scope and Cost of a Contract with  
   a Selected Qualified Firm to Perform Consultant Services in Fulfillment of the 

Sustainable Communities Planning Grant from the Department of Conservation  
 
ISSUE:    
 

Shall the City Council authorize the City Manager to enter negotiations with Michael Baker 
International for the scope and cost of a contract to perform services in fulfillment of the Sustainable 
Communities Planning Grant from the Department of Conservation? 
 
DISCUSSION:    
 

Under the Sustainable Communities Planning Grant and Incentives Program, the City was awarded 
the State of California’s Strategic Growth Council a $248,836 grant for work on its General 
Plan.   The Grant is funded by Proposition 84, the Safe Drinking Water, Water Quality and Supply, 
Flood Control, River and Coastal Protection Bond Act of 2006. The purpose of the program is to 
assist local governments in meeting the challenges of adopting land use plans and integrating 
strategies to transform communities and create long term prosperity.  Development of the City’s 
General Plan will help identify programs and policies that promote active transportation 
opportunities while protecting Holtville’s natural resources and preventing urban sprawl.  
 

A Request for Proposals was issued to procure a consultant and 2 qualified firms responded.  The 
review committee met and scored the proposals, with one coming up slightly above the other in 
scoring.  The services to be provided by Michael Baker International were deemed to be more 
complete.  
 

Some ambiguity in the RFP needs clarification in the final Scope of Work which might result in a 
nominal cost adjustment.   Negotiations will of course attempt to keep the cost of services under the 
granted fund amount. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT:    
 

None. 
 
CITY MANAGER RECOMMENDATION:    
 

It is recommended that the City Council direct staff to negotiate a contract with Michael Baker 
International to be returned to the Council for approval. 
 
ALTERNATIVES:     
 

Take no action, select another consultant or provide alternative direction to staff.  

  Meeting Date 07/13/15   

  Item Number 
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City Council/Staff Reports/ Street Sign Surplus Rules (07‘2015) 

City of Holtville 
 

REPORT TO COUNCIL 
 
DATE ISSUED: July 13, 2015 
 

FROM:  Nick Wells, City Manager 
 

SUBJECT:  Handling the Surplus of Small Items of Value, Such as Street Signs  
 
ISSUE:    
 

Shall the City Council Authorize Developing a Policy for the Surplus of Small Items That May Have 
Value as “Collectibles,” Such as Replaced Street Signs? 
 
DISCUSSION:    
 

Recent Streets projects led to the replacement of several street signs throughout the City.  They were 
placed in the Public Works Yard wherein a local resident saw them and asked if he could have them.  
The question arose as to whether they needed to be officially declared “Surplus,” if they had intrinsic 
value and/or if other residents (past and present) would be interested in acquiring such items.   
 
One suggestion has been made to create a mechanism to sell these types of items - perhaps at a 
Farmers Market and/or at the Carrot Festival.  That creates some logistical questions, but it was 
thought that the Council should weigh in on the subject. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT:    
 

Negligible income could be realized. 
 
CITY MANAGER RECOMMENDATION:    
 

It is recommended that the City Council direct staff to explore options for sale of these items. 
 
ALTERNATIVES:     
 

Take no action.  

  Meeting Date 07/13/15   

  Item Number 
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City Council/Staff Reports/Animal Care & Control Committee (07'2015) 

City of Holtville 
 

REPORT TO COUNCIL 
 
DATE ISSUED: July 13, 2015 
 

FROM:  Nick Wells, City Manager 
 

SUBJECT:  City Manager Update 
 

INFORMATION ONLY – NO ACTION REQUIRED AT THIS TIME 
 
DISCUSSION:    
 

The City Council has given direction to staff to form a standing committee to make 
recommendations on Animal Care & Control in the City and assist in their implementation.  The 
City has received continual comments from the public over the years regarding the care and 
control of the animal population in the City.  From stray dogs to an expanding cat population to 
the number and type of pets that should be allowed, the City Council has had frequent input from 
the public in multiple petcentric areas. 
 
Efforts are continually made to address issues, but given the limited resources of the City, it is 
difficult to see progress at times.  During the last round of public comments, it was suggested that 
a committee be formed that included concerned citizens that may be able to do some of the work 
that is just not possible for the current staff to handle. 
 
The following individuals have been contacted and have consented to join the committee: 
 

  Richard Layton (Council Member) 
  Mike Goodsell (Council Member) 
  Anna Dhalliwal (Citizen) 
  Laura Goodsell (Citizen) 
  Kelli Young-Smith (Citizen) 
  
The committee will meet in the coming weeks and begin discussions on topics that have 
previously been brought to the Council such as: establishment of a "Trap-Neuter-Release" (TNR) 
program, enhanced animal care facilities in the City, solutions to stray pets, etc. 
 

  Meeting Date 07/13/15   

  Item Number 
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City Council/Staff Reports/Development Fees Discussion (07-13'15) 

City of Holtville 
 

REPORT TO COUNCIL 
 
DATE ISSUED: July 13, 2015 
 

FROM:  Nick Wells, City Manager 
 

SUBJECT:  Average Development Impact Fees 
 

INFORMATION ONLY – NO ACTION REQUIRED AT THIS TIME 
 
DISCUSSION 
 

The City Council recently approved a temporary reduction in some of its development impact fees to 
be more in line with other area agencies and attract local growth.  Although the fees charged for 
General City services were and still are on the low end, impact fees for Water and Sewer were the 
highest in Imperial County. A request was subsequently made to recalculate based on the new levels 
and present where the City now falls in relation to the other cities in this region. 
 

A more complete overhaul of these fees is probably in order and may be possible after the 
information associated with the Sustainable Communities Planning Grant is collected.  As a 
precursor to those discussions, the attached information is being presented now. 

  Meeting Date 07/13/15   

  Item Number 
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CITY OF HOLTVILLE
Development Impact Fees Comparison (Imperial County Cities)

Planning Issues/Impact Fee Comparison (05'2015) (IC (H-Rev)) Page 1 of 1 12:14 PM  6/23/2015

Land Use:  Single Family Residential/3 Bedroom Home - 1,800 Square Feet

General GRAND
 City Parks Library Police Gov't Fire Sewer Water Streets Other TOTAL Schools TOTAL

 Holtville $88 $139 $96 $204 $2,444 $2,450 $0 $5,421 $5,346 $10,767
 Brawley 1,096 282 239 180 224 4,280 5,276 1,836 120 13,535 5,778 19,313
 Calexico 1,517 766 684 87 712 2,884 3,707 1,121 457 11,935 10,080 22,015
 Calipatria 200 300 0 300 1,200 0 2,000 2,000
 El Centro 1,288 714 377 932 621 7,174 6,149 316 17,571 7,614 25,185
 Imperial 1,505 264 242 254 116 1,845 2,214 515 6,954 7,290 14,244
 Westmorland 836 208 386 293 6,458 3,597 180 11,957 3,276 15,233

Rank (Hi-Lo) 7 N/A 7 6 6 1 1 6 N/A 2 5 3

Average $933 $506 $313 $276 $353 $3,755 $3,899 $567 $289 $9,910 $6,564 $15,537

Deviation From
Average

Land Use:  Commercial Retail / Service - 2,000 Square Feet / 15,000 Square Foot Lot

General GRAND
 City Parks Library Police Gov't Fire Sewer Water Streets Other TOTAL Schools TOTAL

 Holtville $148 $104 $216 $4,133 $3,953 $0 $8,554 $940 $9,494
 Brawley 502 378 471 6,451 7,914 11,285 207 27,208 7,350 34,558
 Calexico $994 759 85 790 3,199 4,113 1,243 507 11,691 7,650 19,341
 Calipatria 500 0 500 1,200 0 2,200 2,200
 El Centro 2,300 600 400 7,174 6,149 2,400 19,023 7,950 26,973
 Imperial 449 471 216 1,845 2,214 1,794 6,989 8,100 15,089
 Westmorland 400 741 562 5,038 1,726 1,502 9,968 5,260 15,228

Rank (Hi-Lo) N/A N/A 7 5 6 1 2 6 N/A 3 6 4

Average $723 $340 $451 $4,149 $4,345 $2,604 $357 $12,233 $6,208 $17,555

Deviation From
Average

Source: City officials / April, 2015 report by El Centro Planning Department

($4,770)($845) N/A ($174) ($180) ($149) ($1,311) ($1,449) ($567) N/A ($4,490) ($1,218)

($8,061)N/A N/A ($575) ($236) ($235) ($16) ($392) ($2,604) N/A ($3,679) ($5,268)
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City Council/CM Reports (07-13'15) 

City of Holtville 
 

REPORT TO COUNCIL 
 
DATE ISSUED: July 13, 2015 
 

FROM:  Nick Wells, City Manager 
 

SUBJECT:  City Manager Update 
 

INFORMATION ONLY – NO ACTION REQUIRED AT THIS TIME 
 
WATER ENTERPRISE 
 
Tank Rehab – Corrosion has developed inside the 2.4 million gallon water storage tank that was completed 
in 2010.  Staff sought solutions, obtaining bids for repairs and ongoing maintenance, as well as potential 
solutions to our TTHM issues.  A general estimate was given to rehab the tank at $225k-275k for the 
resurfacing and $350k-400k for the aeration (TTHM solution) portion.  The City procured multiple bids on 
solutions and staff has been investigating alternatives and potential funding sources.  A recent meeting with 
Utility Service Group produced various proposed alternatives on the TTHM issue ranging from $125,000 
for a partial fix to $900,000.  Staff met to discuss the best course of action last month.  Multiple solutions 
were proposed, so a preferred approach will be formalized and brought to Council to consider. 
 
System Controls – Frank Cornejo worked with TESCO and obtained an updated estimate on replacement 
of the aged system of about $450k.  Frank has stated that this project might be put off and the controls might 
“limp along” for another 18 months while we attack other water issues.  Staff has been investigating 
alternatives and potential funding sources. 
 
Floating Solar – A contract was signed with Infratech Industries for the placement of a floating solar array 
on the City Water Ponds for the purpose of producing power for the Water Treatment facility.  Staff is 
working with the folks at Infratech to accomplish this in the coming months.   Inftratech’s interaction with 
the IID is ongoing to help facilitate the viability of the project.  The consultant with DD&E contacted 
the City last week and reported that most of the hurdles with IID have been cleared and the 
fourth iteration of the plans will be submitted to the Building Department and City Engineer for 
review this week.    
 
SEWER ENTERPRISE 
 
WWTP Project – The $15 million project to rehab the City’s Wastewater Treatment Plant is being 
financed through the State Clean Water Revolving Fund along with the Border Environmental Cooperation 
Commission and the Environmental Protection Agency through the North American Development Bank.  
HDR, the construction management company, has been engaged for some time.  The construction bid 
opening produced 4 bids which were checked for accuracy, validity and qualification verification.  
Subsequent to that review, a recommendation was made by City staff, which was subsequently reviewed 
and affirmed by NADBank.  A revised Deal Sheet between EPA and NADBank and the Sub-Agreement 
with the City were signed to increase the funding amount.  The recommendation for the award of 
contract is being presented to the City Council tonight.  Assuming that the recommendation 
moves forward, the contractor will be given a window of time to complete insurance and bond 
requirements.  HDR has been put on notice and is tentatively planning a pre-construction 
meeting for the last week of July.  

  Meeting Date 07/13/15   
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City Council/CM Reports (07-13'15) 

TRANSPORTATION PROJECTS 
 
Fifth Street & Grape Avenue Pedestrian Roadway Improvement Project – After completing 
construction on the south side of Fifth Street, the City received word from ICTC that funding was/is available 
under CMAQ to complete the north half of the intersection as a separate project.  The Holt Group helped 
procure construction services and an encroachment permit with Caltrans.  Pyramid Construction was 
recommended as the construction contractor month.  Caltrans has now issued the encroachment permit, so 
construction will begin when a CM is secured.  Due to procurement issues that arose from the Ninth and 
Fourth Street projects that carried forward to this project, the decision was made to re-advertise for a 
Resident Engineer/Construction Manager contractor.  The ad ran last month and several firms contacted the 
City with interest.  The bids were due today (Monday, 7/13), so a contractor will be selected this 
week and the construction phase of the project can be scheduled to commence. 
  
Complete Streets Project – A team of consultants visited Holtville a few weeks ago to work on this 
project funded by an Environmental Justice Grant through the Department of Transportation. The purpose 
of the project is to review and recommend improvement to all forms of mobility in the City. A variety of 
workshops and community input led to several interesting preliminary recommendations, so we are awaiting 
their final report.  I contacted the contractor on the project to get an update.  They have been discussing the 
possibility of getting Caltrans to allow for amenities to help slow traffic as it enters town from the east on 
115.  They feel as if they have gotten some traction with Caltrans on a level over the District 11 
management, which they were anxious to include in a report to the City that they now expect to 
finalize soon. 
 
PUBLIC WORKS 
 
PARKS 
 

Alamo River Recreation Trail - The fourth phase of this project, which includes trail improvements 
and bridge installations between the Holtville Skate Park and Earl Walker Park, is nearly complete.  The 
two bridges were set in place and the contractor (Pyramid Construction) completed site cleanup last month, 
which completed most of the project phase.  The handrails adjacent to the bridges and the trailhead signs 
will take a few more weeks to be produced and installed to complete this project phase.  The City received 
several complaints about the “rumble strips” at the entrance to Earl Walker Park that were 
placed to keep construction vehicles from tracking mud onto the roadways.  As the construction 
is substantially complete, a request was made and the contractor removed them last week. 
 

When Senator Ben Hueso was in town recently, we were able to give him a tour of the recent improvements.  
He seemed genuinely impressed with the Trail and he enthusiastically offered to assist the City in finding 
funding for the amenities needed to put the finishing touches on the route.   
 
Earl Walker Park - I spoke with Bob Andrews last month regarding the sign off of SR115 that was badly 
damaged by the sun.  He was planning to call the sign contractor and get it rectified. 
 
BMX Park - City staff began last month to lay out a basic BMX track in the dirt pit adjacent to the new 
Skate Park.  At this point, it will be a pretty simple “bare bones” facility, but it is hoped that grant funds can 
be found to develop it in coming years.  Work has been temporarily halted until proper signage is procured 
to avoid any liability issues. 
 
ADMINISTRATION 
 
BUILDING PERMITS   -   The City has issued 51 building permits during 2015. 
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Auto Zone – The construction process began in earnest a few weeks ago and continues at a quick 
pace.  The contractor has had several questions throughout the process that have been presented 
to the City Engineer for clarification. 
 
FINANCE 
 

Hector Orozco is now attacking the reporting for past years in the CDBG program.  Officials with the CDBG 
program were down from Sacramento last month to discuss numerous past issues with the program in the 
City of Holtville.  Although some work needs to be done, a path to solving some past issues has been 
developed.  We will continue to report on progress as it develops. Also submitted last week were reports 
to the State for the Holtville Public Financing Authority. 
 
OTHER 
 
Imperial Regional Detention Center – The Detention Facility continues to house over 700 detainees.   
 
Holtville Estates - The second phase of the Holtville Estates 30-unit development is basically complete.  
Six homes have been sold and occupied and one is under contract.  The contractor has submitted new plans 
to comply with new regulations that are under review by the Building Department.  They expect to pull 
permits this month to begin work on the third phase of 7 additional homes. 
 
Holtville Luxury Apartments – A project has been in the works for some time at the corner of Ninth 
and Melon, just outside the City limits.  I recently met once again with John Hawk, who represents the 
landowners, about the project.  As the Service Area Plan has now been adopted, work will once again begin 
with the City and LAFCO to propose annexation and development.  A meeting has been proposed with 
LAFCO to discuss the best course of action with the project. 
 
Sustainable Communities General Plan Grant - A contractor to administer the grant was approved 
by Council in May.  We worked with them to find qualified consultants through an RFP for proposals and 
a preferred firm was selected by the committee.  We are asking tonight that the Council give 
direction to the City Manager to negotiate a scope of work and cost in keeping with the grant 
parameters. 
 
99 Cent Store Fire – As everyone is well aware, a fire destroyed the 99 Cent Store in Holtville on the 
evening of Sunday, April 26, 2015.  That store was a total loss, but the 41 firefighters from 8 agencies in 
Imperial County were able to contain the blaze and save the adjacent buildings with minimal damage.  All 
of the businesses west of George’s Pizza were fairly unaffected and open the following morning.  All of the 
affected businesses, with the exception of HC Tax Service, which needs some electrical work, and the 99 
Cent Store itself are back up and running.   
 
I have spoken with the attorney for the Trans as well as Mr. Tran himself over the past few weeks.  The 
cleanup of the building began several weeks ago and has moved fairly quickly.   Design engineers 
are being engaged to assist in reconstruction. 



City Council/CM Reports (07-13'15)

MEETINGS & EVENTS RECENTLY ATTENDED:

∙ 06/22/15 Management Staff Meeting City Hall
∙ 06/22/15 Meeting with Fire Prevention Services   re: Vehicle Abatement City Hall
∙ 06/22/15 Meeting with Holtville Trailer Park Owner City Hall
∙ 06/25/15 IVECA Board Meeting EC ED Offices
∙ 06/29/15 Management Staff Meeting City Hall
∙ 06/30/15 Meeting w/ Steve W   re: Willowbend, Various Issues City Hall
∙ 07/01/15 Meeting with R Daniels/M Johnson   re: Boys & Girls Club City Hall
∙ 07/02/15 ICTC Technical Advisory Committee Meeting ICTC Offices
∙ 07/06/15 Management Staff Meeting City Hall
∙ 07/07/15 Investment Strategies Discussion Teleconference
∙ 07/08/15 ICTC Management Committee Meeting City of Calipatria
∙ 07/08/15 CCMA Meeting City of Calipatria
∙ 07/08/15 Conference w/ C Johnson of IC Tax Collector's Office City Hall
∙ 07/10/15 Veteran’s Day Parade Committee  City Hall

UPCOMING EVENTS:   
∙ 07/13/15 Management Staff Meeting City Hall
∙ 07/13/15 Holtville City Council Meeting City Hall
∙ 07/14/15 Meeting with Caltrans Representatives District 11 San Diego Office
∙ 07/15/15 Arbitration Hearing on Blackdog Matter San Diego
∙ 07/16/15 Recreational Trails Funding Seminar Conference Call
∙ 07/20/15 Management Staff Meeting City Hall
∙ 07/21/15 Meeting LAFCO   re: Bornt Lot Boundary Issue LAFCO Offices
∙ 07/22/15 OEDC Meeting IID Offices (El Centro)
∙ 07/23/15 IVECA Board Meeting EC ED Offices
∙ 07/27/15 Holtville City Council Meeting City Hall
∙ 07/30/15 Pre-Construction Meeting-WWTP Rehabilitation City Hall
∙ 08/06/15 SCAG Cap & Trade Seminar ICTC Offices
∙ 09/09/15 ICTC Management Committee Meeting City of El Centro
∙ 09/09/15 CCMA Meeting City of El Centro
∙ 11/11/15 2nd Annual Veteran’s Day Parade Fifth Street/Holt Park
∙ TBD Emergency Operations Training City Hall

If you have any questions about any of the information presented, please feel free to contact me 
directly.

Respectfully submitted,

Nicholas D. Wells
(760) 356-4574
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by the Planning Commission. The Planning Commission held a public hearing on March 17, 

2014 to consider Parcel Split, but then tabled the item until April. 

On April 21
st
 the Planning Commission approved PC Resolution 14-15, approving the 

Tentative Parcel Map 14-01 and recommending conditions of approval to the City Council. 

The recommended Conditions of Approval included recommendations on off-site 

improvements consisting of curb gutter and sidewalk, and half width street improvements 

along the project frontage with Cedar Avenue. The City Council met on May 12
th
 to consider 

adopting the Conditions of Approval recommend by the Planning Commission. The 

Applicant voiced his disagreement with conditions requiring the off-site improvements. City 

Council agreed to table the item for the next meeting in order for the City Attorney to prepare 

alternatives. In a letter sent to the City Council on May 22, 2014, the applicant requested the 

City Council waive the off-site improvement requirements per Municipal Code Section 

16.09.030 citing “extraordinary” circumstances. City Council approved the exception and 

modified the Conditions of Approval to remove off-site requirements on May 26 via 

Resolution 14-15. A letter was sent to the Applicant with instructions on Final Map 

requirements on June 18
th
.  The applicant had not submitted the final documentation as of 

June 30, 2014. 

A Final Map was submitted on August 25, 2014 by Nicklaus Engineering, however the Final 

Map as presented did not comply with the Subdivision Map Act requirements.  Additionally, 

a licensed surveyor had not signed the plans.  A letter providing direction was sent to Andy 

Klakulak of Nicklaus Engineering on August 28, 2014.  The City was informed that the 

project’s original California licensed surveyor had passed away during the summer.  Another 

agent in the firm would be obtaining his California license before the end of the year and a 

resubmission would be done at that time.   

As of December 31, 2014, the City had not received an updated plan.  The anticipated 

surveyor did not receive his license. Alternative options were being considered by the 

applicant. As of March 31, 2015, the City had still not received an updated plan. 

New plans were received on May 22, 2015 but were inadequate.  The Surveyor was notified 

on June 8, 2015 and base maps were provided for his use.  Follow up was also made with 

Ross Daniels with options on how to proceed.  Revised plans were not resubmitted as of the 

end of June 2015. 

2. Melon LLC Annexation, General Plan Amendment & Zone Change- A formal application 

for the proposed Annexation, General Plan Amendment and Zone Change were received on 

September 4, 2014 from Jeff Lyons, agent representative for Melon LLC.  The initial review 

determined that the application was unacceptable and incomplete including some of the 

following reasons: 1) the application did not have a specific project identified and no site plan 

was prepared which is an Annexation requirement from both LAFCo and the City, 2) none of 

the required studies were submitted for environmental assessment such as hydrology and 

traffic, and 3) corresponding application fees were not submitted.  A letter communicating 

our findings was sent to Mr. Jeff Lyons on September 8, 2014 and with cc’s to Mr. John 

Hawk, property owner.  Subsequently the City was copied on a letter from LAFCo to John 

Hawk, rejecting their Annexation application due to lack of a project and insufficient 

information for project assessment for CEQA compliance.  As of September 30, 2014, a 

resubmission had not been received. The City was notified by Mr. Lyons that the project has 

no developer partner and their intent was to annex without a project and that they were 

unaware of a development requirement. As of December 31, 2014, a resubmission had not 

been received. As of March 31, 2015, a resubmission had not been received, however, Mr. 

Hawk did attend the March 16 Planning Commission meeting and discussed in general under 

public comments a new multifamily proposal.   

As of the end of June 2015, a project had not been submitted to planning staff for review. 



Planning Staff Report  July 15 

   Page 3 of 7 

 

   

3. Bornt Lot Line Adjustment & Lot Merger- On September 8, 2014, 2014, Jeff Lyon on 

behalf of Alan and Mary Bornt submitted an application for a Lot Line Adjustment affecting 

parcel(s) 045-330-073 and 045-340-025 owned by Alan L. and Mary L. Bornt and parcel(s) 

045-330-07 and 045-340-029 owned by Donald K. and Donna J. Osborne. The purpose of the 

lot-line adjustment was to transfer property from Mr. Don Osborne to the Bornt farming 

operation.  The application was deemed inadequate for processing because: 1)the lot line 

adjustment map was missing required information, such as existing structures and their 

location, utilities, dimensions, adjacent access roads and driveways, easements, rights-of-

way, and correct size text on map, 2) grant deeds for all properties were not included, and 3) 

legal descriptions and Plat were not shown on a separate 8.5” x 11” size sheet, and thus a 

letter providing directive on the matter was mailed to Mr. Jeff Lyons on September 15, 2014 

with copies to Alan Bornt.  As of September 30, 2014 a resubmission had not been received.  

Mr. Lyons resubmitted a modified packet on October 31, 2014, however, legal descriptions 

and plat maps were not submitted as noted above because field work had not been completed. 

Subsequently, Mr. Lyons submitted the legal descriptions and plat maps on November 12, 

2014. A first review was completed and issues were noted. Of specific concern was that a lot 

merger was being concurrently proposed with a multi-jurisdictional parcel owned by Don 

Osborne. The Lot Line Adjustment between the recently annexed Bornt Property (County 

Merger 0016) and Osborne Parcel 045-330-071, within the City Limits, would be pretty 

straight forward and current submission would only require slight modification of the 

boundaries of the “remaining” Osborne City Parcel 045-330-071 so that it conforms to City 

adopted standards for minimum lot-width requirements. The merger between the remaining 

Osborne City Parcel 045-330-071 and Osborne County Parcel 045-240-029 has these same 

issues as the Bornt’s original request and would also require for Osborne County Parcel 045-

340-029 to be annexed before any lot merger with Osborne City Parcel 045-330-071 can take 

place.  Planning Staff followed up with Imperial County and LAFCo who continue to be in 

agreement with the City’s position. Field work had still not been done as of December 31, 

2014. As of March 31, 2015, no additional submittals were made to the City. A letter would 

go out in April regarding lack of activity and interest in continuing lot line adjustment.  

The letter did not go out as a meeting with Management and planning staff was instead 

scheduled and held on May 27, 2015.  Attendees included Alan Bornt, AJ Bornt, and Mary 

Bornt.  Discussion ensued regarding property boundaries and challenges.  Mr. Alan Bornt 

indicated that they would attempt a meeting with Mr. Don Osborne regarding the Maple 

Avenue issues as the Bornts were unaware it belonged to the parcel they are purchasing 

from Don Osborne.  

On June 18, 2015, Jeff Lyons forwarded to Nick Wells and Jurg Heuberger of LAFCo 

some de-annexation proposals that would involve an additional parcel also owned by Don 

Osborne.    Mr. Lyons followed up on July 1
st
 regarding a response and included City 

Planning in the email.  Subsequently, Mr. Lyons was forwarded a checklist of procedures 

along with the corresponding application, fee and deposit requirements.  He was advised 

that applications through LAFCo and Imperial County would need to be processed 

concurrently and that copies needed to be submitted to the City as well.      

4. Auto Zone Sign, Design and Site Plan Review- Real Estate agents contacted the City 

Manager early in the summer of 2014 regarding the proposed location of an Auto-Zone store 

at the southwest corner of 5
th
 street and Walnut.  Although some conceptual drawings had 

been submitted, no official applications had been received.  Auto-Zone did request in 

September the confirmation of sign standards and a letter was forwarded to the attention of 

Mr. Isaac Uitenbreoek of Jones Sign regarding sign standards and restriction. On September 

23, Terra Mar Engineering contacted the City requesting information on entitlement process 

and development standards, all of which were forwarded that same week.  As of September 

30, 2014 no additional inquiries had been made. 
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An application and fee for a Site Plan Review was submitted to City Hall on Friday, 

November 7, 2014.  An application for Design Review was also part of the packet. The 

Project Review Committee met on November 10, 2014 to review the project and make 

recommendations to the Planning Commission. A Public Hearing was duly noticed in the 

Holtville Tribune.  On December 15, 2014, the City of Holtville Planning Commission 

reviewed the Sign, Design, and Site Plans and issued on conditions of approval. One of the 

conditions was to incorporate a more traditional design to the building instead of the modern 

block style. 

On December 19, 2014 Terra Marr submitted revised floor plans and elevations to 

incorporate design recommendations made in the Design Review. Planning Staff reviewed 

the modifications, as authorized by the Planning Commission.  On December 22, a letter was 

sent to TerraMar Engineering communicating additional modifications to the elevations 

attached with a redlined version of the elevations showing these modifications.  

On January 8, 2015, a letter was sent to TerraMar regarding the required payment of 

Development Impact Fees, which was determined to total $62,058.88. The letter gave 

instructions on completing the City Fee Payment Certification form prior to building permit 

issuance. On January 28, 2015, a letter was sent to Ms. Arce from Caltrans regarding access 

on SR-115. The letter explained that Caltrans was no longer opposed to the use of the 

driveway for this project, and that any work performed within the Caltrans right-of-way 

would require review and approval by Caltrans and an Encroachment permit.  

On February 2, 2015, TerraMar Engineer submitted a final submittal of design elevations, 

Project Specifications, Geotechnical Investigation Report and Structural Calculations. On 

February 3, 2015, a response letter was sent to TerraMar Engineering that determined that the 

design elevations submitted by TerraMar on February 2, 2015 were generally consistent with 

recommendations provided to them and that the City formally approved the design.  

On February 19, 2015, a letter was sent to the I.C. Planning Department, I.C. Assessor’s 

Office, I.C. Building Department, City of Holtville Fire Department, Holtville Police 

Department, Holtville Public Works, City of Holtville, IID Power, IID Water, AT&T, Time 

Warner Cable, Southern California Gas Company, and the Holtville Postmaster regarding the 

address re-assignment for APN 045-293-001. The letter explained that the aforementioned 

APN was a vacant property that is seeking a building permit for a new commercial operation 

and will be reassigned an address from 453 Walnut Avenue, Holtville, CA to 390 East 5
th
 

Street, Holtville, CA.    

On February 20, 2015, TerraMar Engineering submitted a complete civil and building packet 

to the City of Holtville which included the following: Grading Plans, Building Plans, Geotech 

Report, Drainage Report, Title Report, Cost Estimates, Building Plans, and Building Plan 

Calculations. On March 4, 2015, Plan Check #1 was completed and a letter was sent to 

TerraMar Engineering explaining the plan check findings, the conditions of approval still 

pending, and included redlined plans.  

On April 14, 2015, TerraMar Engineering submitted a revised set of plans to the City of 

Holtville. On April 21, 2015, a Final Plan Check was completed and a letter was sent to 

TerraMar Engineering explaining the plan check findings, conditions of approval still 

pending, and included redlined plans.  

On April 27, 2015, TerraMar Engineering submitted a Roadway Dedication packet, which 

included a first draft of the legal description and plat map. A review of this packet was 

completed and a letter was sent to TerraMar Engineering on May 11, 2015, explaining the 

review findings and including a redlined legal description and plat map. The final 

dedication documents were received on May 19, 2015 and were found acceptable. The 

Grant of Easement was drafted by Staff in late June and forwarded to AutoZone Parts, Inc 

on June 30
th

 for execution.  
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5. Clear Talk Tower Conditional Use Permit - The City received an incomplete application 

packet from Victor Gillespie on June 22, 2015 for the installation of a Telecommunication 

Tower at Samaha Park.  A letter was drafted by the City Planner with guidance on 

general requirements and applicable fees and further forwarded a copy of the applicable 

Municipal Code Sections to the applicant (Ordinance 442).  The City’s letter went out on 

June 23, 2015.  No additional submissions had been received as of June 30, 2015. 

6. Rangel Variance on Set-Back Requirements- The subject property, 860 Fig, has a history 

of non-conforming construction.  The City and property owner first became aware of the 

issues in 2012 when then property owner Javier Fregoso wanted a permit to reconstruct a 

carport after a storm resulted in a tree causing major damage to the existing structure.  It 

was determined at that time that the carport encroached onto the private property of the 

abutting parcel and was not permitted for reconstruction.  The property was subsequently 

sold to Ruben Rangel, apparently without proper disclosure of the existing conditions.   

Mr. Rangel was advised of the existing conditions by the City Planning Department on 

June 4, 2015 after the City reviewed their building permit application and site plan for the 

reconstruction of a garage and patio.  In order to resolve the compliance issues, the 

applicant proposed to instead reconstruct a carport strictly within the property boundaries, 

but in order to meet acceptable width requirements, the side set-back would be encroached 

upon by four feet and a Variance was formally applied for on June 26, 2015. The 

Planning Commission is scheduled to consider the variance at the July 20, 2015 meeting. 

 

CITY PLANNING PROJECTS 

7. Wetlands Trail Easement Acquisition from IID - The City has actively been working on 

securing a pathway, the approximate distance of .52 miles from the Alamo River 

Recreational trail to Zenos Road in order to connect to the Holtville Wetlands.  City Staff 

met with IID officials who were willing to gift the required easements as long as the City 

provides the legal descriptions and plat maps.  A portion of the Habitat Conservation Fund 

grant received in 2012 was to be used to create a conceptual pathway from the current trail 

to the wetlands based on existing topography. The concept is complete and the City 

Manager authorized the preparation of the legal description and plat maps to be presented to 

the IID.  A Preliminary Title Report was ordered and obtained on August 1, 2013 and the 

survey Staff has been working on preparing the easements. It is anticipated that the 

easements will be drafted for review by The Holt Group Staff during the third quarter.   

The legal descriptions and plat maps were completed by survey staff on December 4, 2013.  

On December 6, 2013, Staff submitted an enclosure letter to Randy Gray of IID Real Estate, 

providing the legal descriptions and plat map for a 20-foot wide easement. Randy Gray was 

contacted on December 27, 2013 to obtain a project status update.  Mr. Gray informed that 

he had circulated the easement documentation and that thus far, other departments had 

accepted the legal documentation, as prepared.  

The IID reviewed the Legal Description and Plat Map and found them acceptable on March 

10, 2014. The same day, IID Staff notified the City that they would prefer the City enter into 

a Site Access Agreement and Encroachment Permit rather than the proposed Grant of 

Easement. Planning staff forwarded on April 1, 2014 the draft Site Access Agreement to the 

City Attorney for his review and comment.  

The draft Site Access Agreement was presented to City Council on April 28th where the 

Agreement was approved. The agreement was then executed with the proper City signatures 

and delivered to the IID on May 12, 2014 for their review and execution. As of June 30, 

2014, the Agreement still being reviewed internally and will be released once any revisions 

have been processed by the IID.  The final Site Access Agreement was received on April 14, 

2014 by The Holt Group and the original was forwarded to the City Manager on April 17, 
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2014.  The next steps for this project are to complete the environmental and be shovel ready 

at the next opportunity for grant funding. No additional updates were available as of June 

30, 2015.  

8. Mooney Service Area Plan Update Assistance - The City Engineer and City Planner met 

with staff from the Mooney Planning Collaborative regarding the Service Area Plan update 

and then provided them with the following requested items via email and FTP Site: 

General Information - Current Land Use Plan, Current Zoning Map and Adopted Standards 

Details and Specifications; Water Information -   CAD Water Pipeline Map and Smith 

Subdivision Water Loop Study; Wastewater - Wastewater Treatment Plant Final Project 

Description, Sewer Pipeline Map, and Current Sewer Rate Table; Fire Protection -  Public 

Safety Building Site Plan and Project Description; Law Enforcement -  Executed Contract 

with Imperial County Sheriff’s Office; Transportation- Sidewalk Study, Downtown Code 

Street Regulating Plan, and Bicycle Master Plan; Parks & Recreation -  Wetlands Trail Link 

Plan, Park Location Map and Skate Park Master Plan; Solid Waste - Contract with CR&R; 

Drainage -  Melon Road  & 9
th
 Street Drainage Study Prepared for Rancho Mira Vista 

Subdivision and 3
rd

 Street Drainage Study. 

A draft of the Service Area Plan was provided for review to the City Planner and City 

Engineer on April 24, 2014. Planning and engineering comments and supplemental data 

were prepared and provided to Mooney Planning Collaborative via email on May 3, 2014 

consisting of supporting information for Administrative Facilities, Drainage Facilities, 

Wastewater Facilities, and Water Facilities. Mooney Planning Collaborative forwarded to 

planning staff a list of additional information required on May 13, 2014 and staff provided 

the following information to the Mooney Planning Collaborative:  Planning & Engineering 

Fee Schedule, Plans for City retention basins, IVDA and City of Holtville Memorandum of 

Understanding, 9
th
 Street Traffic Counts, Street Master Plan, and City Booster Pump Station 

plans. 

The Final Draft of the focused Service Area Plan was submitted to City Management on 

August 14, 2014.  Upon review, the City Manager may begin processing for formal adoption 

by initiating a Public Hearing at the Planning Commission level. Since Melon LLC has 

determined not to have a project, this project is no longer a priority item.  No additional 

updates were available as of December 31, 2014. The Holtville Planning Commission 

reviewed the draft Service Area Plan at the March 16, 2015 meeting and recommended 

adoption to City Council. LAFCo held a public hearing on March 26, 2015 and approved the 

Service Area Plan as submitted. Council is anticipated to take adoption action in April via 

Resolution. City Council adopted the Service Area Plan on April 27, 2015. This item will 

be removed from further reporting.  

9. Family Dollar Retail Store Off-Site Improvements Compliance - The Family Dollar was 

issued a Certificate of Occupancy on December 13, 2013 on the understanding that several 

pending items be addressed. Of primary concern are the two street lights associated with the 

project, which were not installed prior to the time that the Certificate of Occupancy was 

issued by the City Manager, as they were on back order and not available until January 

2014. During the week of January 12, 2014 the two street lights were installed, however, IID 

notified City Staff on January 21, 2014 that the street lights were missing the electrical 

wiring necessary to light them.  The City was asked to wire the light poles.  

City Staff contacted Boos Development West on January 21, 2014 regarding the missing 

electrical wires asking them to coordinate the pending work.  On March 10, 2014 City Staff 

contacted IID staff and verified that no work had been completed. The same day the City 

sent a letter to Boos Development West communicating that the street lights remain to be 

installed properly which is their requirement.  As of the date of this report, there has been no 

response from Boos Development West. 
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Additionally, the City Planner issued a final inspection on November 13, 2013 which 

stipulated the need for a bond, or some other acceptable assurance from the Owner, to 

ensure that the plants and trees will be replaced if they fail to mature within a two year 

period of Occupancy Permit Issuance.  The City Manager accepted a warranty letter on 

December 13, 2013.  The three California palm trees planted along 5th Street within City 

easement did not survive, as did other landscaping. A letter was sent on March 26, 2014 to 

Golden Valley Construction, the contractor who planted the palm trees, requesting they 

honor the one year guarantee and replace them. Michael Honz, General Manager for Golden 

Valley Construction, communicated to City staff that he intendeds on honoring the 

guarantee and expects to replace the palm trees by the end of April 2014.  

The last contact with Golden Valley Construction was on July 8, 2014 and July 9, 2014. 

Michael Honz, General Manager, stated that he has been asked by the City Manager to 

substitute the palm trees with a different tree species. He will contact the City Manager for 

confirmation on how to proceed with the replacement. 

Vasanthi Okuma, project development manager for Boos Development West, was last 

contacted on July 9, 2014. She stated that Boos Development West and the IID were in 

dispute regarding who is responsible to install the wire, as IID’s street light construction 

diagrams provided to the Family Dollar construction contractor, did not indicate to wire the 

street light. Boos Development West is no longer directly involved with the property, as it 

has been transferred to Family Dollar, but will continue working with City Management to 

resolve this pending issue.  

No additional updates were available as of December 31, 2014. Staff will determine the cost 

of the remaining work to present to management for consideration of City action to complete 

said work and/or petition to IID for cost subsidy. On January 26, 2015, City Staff contacted 

Joel Perez of IID via phone and e-mail to inquire on the possibility of IID completing the 

wiring of the street lights. On January 28, 2015, Joel Perez communicated via e-mail that 

after reviewing the project’s documentation, IID would complete the energizing of Street 

Lights #1217799 and #1217800 at no cost to the City, as long as IID received a letter from 

the City that authorizes IID to put the two street lights on the City’s Street Lighting Billing 

account. On February 2, 2015, a letter was e-mailed to Joel Perez of IID from the City that 

requested the wiring of the two street lights along with the authorization to place the lights 

on the City’s Street Lighting Billing account. Mr. Perez responded on February 2 that IID 

would move forward with the process. The corner light was energized but the light on Cedar 

Avenue had challenges. City was notified in March 2015 by IID that the pole on Cedar 

Avenue was unable to be wired, perhaps due to a split conduit underground, and that a 

contractor would need to investigate the reason for the wire not being able to go through.  

Should you have any questions and/or concerns regarding the information in this report, please 

feel free to contact Justina G. Arce at (760) 337-3883 or City Manager Nicholas Wells at (760) 

356-4574. 
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To: Holtville City Council 
Nick Wells, City Manager 
 

From: James G. “Jack” Holt, City Engineer 
 

Date: July 7, 2015 
 

Project: Wastewater Treatment Plant (WWTP) Improvement Project  
 

 
 
Summary 

    
 Subject of Report: 

 
Approval of increase to the value of the Construction 
Engineering Services Agreement between the Design Engineer 
(Lee & Ro, Inc. and the City of Holtville) for the construction of 
the Wastewater Treatment Plant  

 

 Project Location: 1250 West Kamm Road in Holtville  

 Pending Action: Approve adjustment to the Construction Engineering Service 
Fee  

 

 

 Zoning: No Change  

 General Plan: No Change  

 Environmental: CEQA Exemption Filed by City of Holtville for Rehabilitation 
Project on November 29, 2010 
CEQA NOD & MND Filed by Imperial County for CUP on October 
15, 2012 
NEPA FONSI Filed by EPA on January 4, 2013  

 

    
 

INTRODUCTION & BACKGROUND 

The current City of Holtville Wastewater Treatment Plant NPDES Permit (Order No. R7-2011-0020) contains 
stringent ammonia nitrogen removal requirements.  The maximum average monthly ammonia 
concentration in the plant effluent was reduced to 1.9mg/L or lower (3.6 mg/L maximum daily) beginning 
on May 19, 2009.  The existing trickling filter process has a limited capacity to remove ammonia without 
the addition of an external ammonia removal process.  On May 13, 2009, the City requested the Regional 
Water Quality Control Board (RWQCB) issue a Cease and Desist Order (CDO) for the City of Holtville WWTP 
regarding any outstanding priority pollutants and the final effluent ammonia limits until such time as the 
City completed improvements to the wastewater treatment plant.  In compliance with the California Water 
Code (CWC), the RWQCB issued a CDO (Order No. R7-2009-61) on September 17, 2009 that waived the 
mandatory minimum penalties for the City.  The CDO established a schedule to prepare and implement a 
pollution prevention plan pursuant to the CWC.  An amended CDO extending the dates for the completion 
of the wastewater treatment upgrades was adopted by the RWQCB (Order No. R7-2011-0016) on January 
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20, 2011.  The amended CDO required the Preliminary Engineering Report (PER) be submitted to the 
RWQCB by September 27, 2011.  The PER prepared by Lee & Ro, Inc. dated September 2011 was approved 
by Resolution 11-37 at the Holtville City Council Meeting of September 26, 2011.  The amended CDO 
required the design of plant improvements be completed by March 27, 2013 and completion of wastewater 
treatment plant improvements by August 17, 2014. The City of Holtville did not meet the design completion 
milestone of March 27, 2013 as the project design had not been initiated.  City of Holtville correspondence 
dated February 7, 2013 was forwarded to the RWQCB requesting the CDO design and final wastewater 
treatment plant improvements completion dates be extended. On March 21, 2013, the RWQCB approved 
Special Board Order R7-2013-0029 extending the CDO completion date for the construction of the Holtville 
WWTP to December 31, 2015. 

The wastewater treatment plant design documents were completed by Lee and Ro, Inc. in August 2013. 
The Construction Manager, HDR has been engaged by the City of Holtville. The bidding of the project has 
been completed and the Holtville City Council is to consider awarding the contract for the construction of 
the wastewater treatment plant to Pacific Hydrotech in the amount of $11,733,600 at the July 13, 2015 
City Council Meeting. A pre-construction conference has been tentatively scheduled for July 30, 2015 and 
the Notice to Proceed has been tentatively scheduled to be issued to Pacific Hydrotech on August 3, 2015. 
The financing agreements between SRF and Nadbank and the City of Holtville were executed in July 2015. 
The financing is “in place” to start construction on the wastewater treatment plant.  

The contract for construction support services, to be completed by the design engineer, Lee and Ro, Inc. 
has not been executed by the City of Holtville and Lee and Ro, Inc.. The review of construction submittal 
documents is required by the design engineer and will be required immediately after the Notice to Proceed 
is issued to the contractor. Construction project delays will occur if the design engineer is not engaged at 
the commencement of the construction project to complete submittal reviews.  

 
ISSUES FOR DISCUSSION 
 
Amendment to the Construction Engineering Services Budget to be provided by Lee and Ro, 
Inc. 
 
The City of Holtville had previously approved a budget of $177,300.00 for construction engineering services 
to be provided by Lee and Ro, Inc. At the conclusion of the bidding phase, Nadbank requested that Issued 
for Construction/Conformed improvement plans be prepared.  The preparation of Issued for 
Construction/Conformed Improvement Plans requires that the improvement plans be modified to 
incorporate the applicable Request for Information (RFI) and Addenda issued during the Bidding Phase. 
The preparation of Issued for Construction/Conformed Improvement Plans was not part of the scope of 
work for Construction Engineering Services to be completed by Lee and Ro, Inc. for the budgeted amount 
of $177,300.00. As Lee and Ro has stamped the engineering plans with civil, electrical and structural seals 
and is responsible for the design document plan alterations, the conformed plan revisions must be 
completed by Lee and Ro, Inc. Lee and Ro, Inc. has requested that the City of Holtville consider the 
approval for an amendment of $18,453.00 to the previously approved budget to prepare the Nadbank 
requested Issued for Construction/Conformed Improvement Plans.  

 
FISCAL IMPACT 
As previously noted the City of Holtville has budgeted the amount of $177,300.00 for construction 
engineering services to be completed by Lee and Ro, Inc. The scope of work did not include the preparation 
of Issued for Construction/Conformed Improvement Plans. The table below summarizes the updated 
funding sources and uses for total design costs:  
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TYPE OF WORK 
CONSTRUCTION 
ENGINEERING 

FEE  

FUNDED 
AMOUNTS 
BECC/BEIF 

(Grant) 

FUNDED 
AMOUNTS 

SRF  
 

CITY 
CONTRIBUTION 

(Sewer Fund) 

Construction Engineering 
Services provided by Lee 
and Ro, Inc.  
 

         $177,300 $0.00 $177,300 $0 

Preparation of Issued for 
Construction/Conformed 
Improvement Plans and 
Specifications 

$18,453   $18,453 

TOTAL $195,753 $0.00 $177,300 $18,453 
 

SRF will be funding $177,300 of the construction support services scope of work. The City of Holtville would 
be required to fund the additional $18,453 for the preparation of the Issued for Construction/Conformed 
Improvement Plans from the City of Holtville Sewer Fund.  

RECOMMENDATION AND PENDING ACTION  

It is recommended that the Holtville City Council approve the increase in budget for construction 
engineering services to be provided by Lee and Ro, Inc. in the amount of $18,453 to prepare the Nadbank 
requested Issued for Construction/Conformed Improvement Plans.  
 
Alternatives 
 

1. Provide an alternative directive to staff.  
 
Should you have any questions and/or concerns regarding the information in this report, please feel free 
to contact Jack Holt at (760) 337-3883. Your comments are encouraged, written or verbal, and can also 
be forwarded to jack@theholtgroup.net. 
 

mailto:jack@theholtgroup.net


THIS IS A PUBLIC MEETING 
If there is an item on the agenda on which you wish to be heard, please come forward to the microphone at the time the item is 
being addressed. State your name for the record.  All other items can be addressed during the Public Comments portion of the 
agenda.  The Chairman reserves the right to place a time limit on each person asking to be heard. 

AGENDA 
REGULAR MEETING OF THE SUCCESSOR AGENCY TO THE HOLTVILLE 

REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY  
121 WEST FIFTH STREET, HOLTVILLE, CALIFORNIA 

 
July 7, 2015 

 
OPEN SESSION  

6:00 PM 
Ginger Ward, Chairperson                                                                                                               Steve Walker, Agency Attorney  
Jim Predmore, Vice-Chairperson                                                                                                 Denise Garcia, Interim City Clerk 
David Bradshaw, Board Member                                                                                                         Nick Wells, Executive Officer 
Richard Layton, Board Member                                                                                                        Pete Mellinger, City Treasurer  
Mike Goodsell, Board Member  
 

 
 
 
 
 
   
 
SUCCESSOR AGENCY:  Meeting called to order 
 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS: This is time for the public to address the Successor Agency on any item not appearing on the agenda 
that is within the subject matter jurisdiction of the Successor Agency.  The Chairperson reserves the right to limit the speaker’s time.  The 
Chairperson will recognize you and when you come to the microphone, please state your name and address for the record.  You are not 
allowed to make personal attacks on individuals or make comments which are slanderous or which may invade an individual’s personal 
privacy. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA: 
 

The items on the Consent Agenda are to be approved without comment. Should any Council Member or member of the public wish to 
discuss any item, they may request that the item be removed from the Consent Agenda and placed on the New Business Agenda. 
 
1. Approval of the Minutes from the Successor Agency Meeting of June 22, 2015. 
 
REPORTS OF OFFICERS, COMMISSIONS, COMMITTEES & COMMUNIQUÉS 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
None 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
 
I, Denise Garcia, Interim City Clerk of the City of Holtville, California, and Secretary of the Successor Agency, DO HEREBY CERTIFY 
that the foregoing agenda was duly posted at Holtville City Hall on July 9, 2015. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NOTICE 
In compliance with the American Disabilities Act (ADA), the City of Holtville will make reasonable efforts to accommodate 
persons with qualified disabilities.  If you require special assistance, please contact the City Clerk’s office at 760-356-3013 at 
least 48 hours in advance of the meeting. 
Any writings or documents provided to a majority of the Holtville City Council regarding any item on this agenda will be 
made available for public inspection in the City Clerk’s office located at City Hall, 121 W. 5th St, during normal business 
hours. 
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